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6th Grade Social Studies Curriculum Matrix

(Note: Curriculum Matrix based on 180 instructional days; instructional days include assessments.)

Unit Instructional Days

Early September Unit1: NJDOE Holocaust Comminsion 9/11 Approved Activities 3 Instructional Days

September/October Unit 2: Hunters and Gather/ Early Farmers 27  Instructional Days

November-Jan Unit 3: Early Civilization 37 Instructional Days

Feb-March Unit 4: Classical Civilization 27  Instructional Days

April-May Unit 5: Ancient Africa 17  Instructional Days

June Unit 6: Holocaust 9 Instructional Days

Philosophy
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Florham Park Social Studies

6th Grade Social Studies Curriculum

The Florham Park School District’s social studies curriculum encourages the students to learn civic principles to become active members of the global
community.  For a productive and satisfying life, students must have meaningful engagement in the complex world around us. Social Studies allow
students to explore and analyze people in connection to their past, their environment, and their societies. 

Through the New Jersey Core Curriculum Content Standards, the students will investigate the past and make connections to current events.
Technology can enhance critical thinking, geography skills, e�ective communication, and historical understanding. Collaborative, student-centered
lessons will promote e�ective social interactions and problem solving skills.

Exposure to the diverse cultures in the world helps to promote empathy, self-re�ection, and active global citizens. “Students must feel empowered to
make informed and reasoned decisions through their knowledge and understanding of the diverse and dynamic nature of society and the interaction
among cultures, societies, governments and environments.” 

Florham Park’s Holocaust and Amistad lessons and connection to the Social Studies Curriculum
Florham Park has infused Holocaust and Amistad commission lessons throughout the curriculum.  The curriculum infuses interactive read alouds
throughout the school year.  The purpose of the Amistad commision mandate is to infuse the history of Africans and African-Americans into the
social studies curriculum in order to provide an accurate, complete and inclusive history.  Teachers will be provided books from the Amistad
Commision recommended book list with questions to go along with the interactive read aloud books.
Adapted from
“ISB Social Studies Philosophy Statement” International School of Beijing. All Rights Reserved. © 2011. Web.  21 June 2011.

6th Grade’s Geographic Goals

Location ● Utilize lines of latitude and longitude to determine absolute location
● Identify relative location of places in the ancient and medieval world
● Compare and contrast the physical land features of past civilizations

Place ● Analyze the roles played by precipitation, latitude, altitude and ocean currents that
determine a region’s climate

Relationship within
places

● Interpret pictures, tables, graphs, timelines, charts and a variety of maps
● Identify the reasons why people of ancient civilizations settle, modi�ed and adapted

culturally to di�erent physical environments
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● Compare and contrast the cultures of past civilizations

Movement ● Determine how agriculture led to human settlement
● Interpret why people of the ancient world migrated

Regions ● Trace the historical origins of the regions inhabited by ancient civilizations

Unit 1: NJDOE Holocaust Comminsion 9/11 Approved Activities Grade: 6th

Unit Overview:
This unit is designed to provide lessons to students through the Learning From the Challenges of Our Times curriculum designe through the New Hersey
Commison on Holocaust Education. The students will explore various lessons from the following units: human behaviour,  terrorisn from playgorund to
world stage--violence, aggression, historical context of terrorism, 9/11-a contemporary case studin in terrorism, and rememberance and the creation of
memory.

NJ Student Learning Standards

By the end of grade 5Grade: 6.1 U.S. History: America in the World: All students will acquire the knowledge and skills to think analytically about how past and present interactions of
people, cultures, and the environment shape the American heritage. Such knowledge and skills enable students to make informed decisions that re�ect fundamental rights and core democratic
values as productive citizens in local, national, and global communities.

Companion Standards:
Key Ideas and Details
NJSLSA.R1. Read closely to determine what the text says explicitly and to make logical inferences and relevant connections from it; cite speci�c textual evidence when writing or speaking to
support conclusions drawn from the text.
NJSLSA.R2. Determine central ideas or themes of a text and analyze their development; summarize the key supporting details and ideas.
NJSLSA.R3. Analyze how and why individuals, events, and ideas develop and interact over the course of a text.
Craft and Structure
NJSLSA.R4. Interpret words and phrases as they are used in a text, including determining technical, connotative, and �gurative meanings, and analyze how speci�c word choices shape meaning
or tone.
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6th Grade Social Studies Curriculum

NJSLSA.R5. Analyze the structure of texts, including how speci�c sentences, paragraphs, and larger portions of the text (e.g., a section, chapter, scene, or stanza) relate to each other and the
whole.
NJSLSA.R6. Assess how point of view or purpose shapes the content and style of a text.
Integration of Knowledge and Ideas
NJSLSA.R7. Integrate and evaluate content presented in diverse media and formats, including visually and quantitatively, as well as in words.
NJSLSA.R8. Delineate and evaluate the argument and speci�c claims in a text, including the validity of the reasoning as well as the relevance and su�ciency of the evidence.
NJSLSA.R9. Analyze and re�ect on how two or more texts address similar themes or topics in order to build knowledge or to compare the approaches the authors take.

NJSLSA.R10. Read and comprehend complex literary and informational texts independently and pro�ciently with sca�olding as needed.
Reading History and Social Studies:
Key Ideas and Details
RH.6-8.1. Cite speci�c textual evidence to support analysis of primary and secondary sources.
RH.6-8.2. Determine the central ideas or information of a primary or secondary source; provide an accurate summary of the source distinct from prior knowledge or opinions.
RH.6-8.3. Identify key steps in a text's description of a process related to history/social studies (e.g., how a bill becomes law, how interest rates are raised or lowered).
Craft and Structure
RH.6-8.4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including vocabulary speci�c to domains related to history/social studies.
RH.6-8.5. Describe how a text presents information (e.g., sequentially, comparatively, causally).
RH.6-8.6. Identify aspects of a text that reveal an author's point of view or purpose (e.g., loaded language, inclusion or avoidance of particular facts).
Integration of Knowledge and Ideas
RH.6-8.7. Integrate visual information (e.g., in charts, graphs, photographs, videos, or maps) with other information in print and digital texts.
RH.6-8.8. Distinguish among fact, opinion, and reasoned judgment in a text.
RH.6-8.9. Analyze the relationship between a primary and secondary source on the same topic.
Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity
RH.6-8.10.  By the end of grade 8, read and comprehend history/social studies texts in the grades 6-8 text complexity band independently and pro�ciently

Science
Determine the central ideas or conclusions of a text; provide an accurate summary of the text distinct from prior knowledge or opinions. (MS-LS1-5) RST.6-8.2

Standard 8 Computer Science
Performance Expectations:
8.1.8.IC.1  Compare the trade-offs associated with computing technologies that affect an individual's everyday activities and career options.

Standard 9 Career Readiness, Life Literacy, and Key Skills
9.2.8.CAP.2: Develop a plan that includes information about career areas of interest.

New Jersey Amistad Commission:: N.J.S.A. 18A 52:16A-88
Every board of education shall incorporate the information regarding the contributions of African-Americans to our country in an appropriate place in the curriculum of elementary and
secondary school students.

LGBT and Disabilities Law: N.J.S.A. 18A:35-4.35 A board of education shall include instruction on the political, economic, and social contributions of persons with disabilities and lesbian,
gay, bisexual, and transgender people, in an appropriate place in the curriculum of middle school and high school students as part of the district’s implementation of the New Jersey Student
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Learning Standards (N.J.S.A.18A:35-4.36) A board of education shall have policies and procedures in place pertaining to the selection of instructional materials to implement the requirements
of N.J.S.A. 18A:35-4.35.

Holocaust Law: N.J.S.A. 18A:35-28 Every board of education shall include instruction on the Holocaust and genocides in an appropriate place in the curriculum of all elementary and
secondary school pupils. The instruction shall further emphasize the personal responsibility that each citizen bears to �ght racism and hatred whenever and wherever it happens.

Primary interdisciplinary connections: Language Arts, 21st Century Life and Careers, Science, and Technology
Suggested Activities:
Math:  Graphs comparing populations, Compare latitude and longitude lines to a line graph
Science:  Environmental Changes, study agriculture

Unit Enduring Understandings Essential Questions

● Students will be able to understand how natural and man-made
disasters a�ect people and events

● Students will become aware of the power of the individual to
intervene in the escalation of dsicrimination and hate.

● Students will discuss the basic sequence of events occurring before,
during and after 9/11/01.

● Students will be able to describe the importance of narrative.
● Students will demonstrate their comprehension of the power of

one, and brainstorm ideas of how to memorialize 9/11 through
service.

● How have economic, political, and cultural decisions promoted or
prevented the growth of personal freedom, individual
responsibility, equality, and respect for human dignity?

● How do our interpretations of past events inform our
understanding of cause and e�ect, and continuity and change,
and how do they in�uence our beliefs and decisions about current
public policy issues?

Unit Teaching Points:

Lesson MI-3: Students will be able to use “webs” to analyze in�uence of nature and man on personal
characteristics, values, etc.; brainstorm for natural v. human-made disasters and results

Lesson MI-4: Students will be able to examine examples of stereotyping, scapegoating prejudice

Lesson MIV-8: Students will be able to examine how 9/11 a�ected individuals in America – work with timelines,
Interviews, presentation of information gathered
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6th Grade Social Studies Curriculum

Lesson MVII-16: Students will be able to analyze artwork and book expressing and examining the relationship that
develops between a young girl and a �reman after 9/11 with each coming to view other as a hero;
what is a hero; how others can give us strength

Lesson MVII-18 Students will be able to use the story of a 6th grade boy from New Jersey who organizes a “Walk to
Remember” and the impact this now annual march has made on his community; students consider
and plan what they could do for a project and purpose of project.

Heritage Celebrated
Month Guide (Cover in all
curricular areas)

National Hispanic-Latino Heritage Month: Celebrated Sept
15-October 15
Possible Readings: Grade 6 reading level:

History and Biographies:
● Esperanza Rising by Pam Munoz Ryan  (Level V)
● Salsa Stories by Lulu Delacre (Level S)
● In the Shade of the Nispero Tree by Carmen T.

Bernier Grand (Level S)
● Yes! We are Latinos by Alma Flor Ada (Level V)
● House on the Mango Street by Sandra Cisneros

(Level V)

Teaching Points to explore with students:
● Today I want to teach you that exploring

Latino stories through personal statements
and how their experiences are made.

● Today  I want to teach you personal history
and cultural traditions for Hispanics and
Latinos.

Evidence of Learning (Assessments) Accommodations and Modi�cations

Formative Assessments: Special Education:
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● Exit Tickets
● Notebook Checks
● Conferences
● Drafts

Summative Assessments:

● Unit Projects
● Written Analysis
● Summative tests
● SAC (Structured Academic Controversy)
● Demonstrations
● Portfolio

Benchmark Assessments:

● Initial Benchmark:  3rd Week of September
● Mid-year Benchmark: 4th Week of January
● End of year Benchmark:  Last week in May

Alternative Assessments:

● Choice Projects
● Portfolios
● Arguments Writing Assignments
● Notebook assessments
● Oral Presentations
● Socratic Seminars
● Primary Source Analysis
● Social Studies Instructional Strategies

● Curricular Modi�cations and Guidance for Students Educated in Special
Class Settings

● Subgroup Accommodations and Modi�cations
● Di�erentiation for All Students (Special Needs, ESL, Gifted Learners, &

Mainstream Learners)
Differentiation:

● Preview content and concepts
● Behavior management plan
● Highlight text
● Small group setting

High-Prep Differentiation:
● Alternative formative and summative assessments
● Guided Reading
● Personal agendas
● Project-based learning
● Tiered activities/assignments
● Varying organizers for instructions

Low-Prep Differentiation:
● Clubbing activities
● Exploration by interest
● Flexible groupings

English Language Learners:

● Subgroup Accommodations and Modi�cations
● Di�erentiation for All Students (Special Needs, ESL, Gifted Learners, &

Mainstream Learners)

Students at Risk for Failure:

● Subgroup Accommodations and Modi�cations
● Di�erentiation for All Students (Special Needs, ESL, Gifted Learners, &

Mainstream Learners}

Gifted and Talented

● Subgroup Accommodations and Modi�cations
● Di�erentiation for All Students (Special Needs, ESL, Gifted Learners, &

Mainstream Learners)
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Students with 504 Plans

● Subgroup Accommodations and Modi�cation
● Di�erentiation for All Students (Special Needs, ESL, Gifted Learners, &

Mainstream Learners)

Core Instructional and Supplemental Materials
Professional Resources:

Core Instructional, Supplemental, Instructional, and
Intervention Resources

Core Professional Resources:

● Holocaust 911 Curriculumn
● September 11
● Liberty Science Center
● Kidsbridge Tolerance Museum
● The National September 11 Memorial and Museum
● 6th Grade - African and African American Amistad Infusion
● 6-8 Black History Resources
● Amistad Curriculum (K-12)

Supplemental Professional Resources:

● Stanford History Education Group
● iCivics
● Teaching Tolerance
● Facing History and Ourselves

Core Instructional Resources:

● Katrina Destruction
● Pyramid of Hate
● The Day Our World Changed: Children’s Art of 9/11 by Robin F.

Goodman
● Lt. Victor J. Navarra
● Scholastic Articles
● Walking to Remember
● Nine, Ten: A Septemver 11 Story by Nora Raleigh Baskin (Level U)
● Impact: The Story of the September 11 Terrorist Attacks (Level Y)
● America Is Under Attack by Don Brown (Level U)
● Any appropriate grade 7 book applicable to the unit chosen by the

teacher

Supplemental Resources:

Suggested Lessons for  Di�erentiation with Small Groups:
● Newsela
● Brainpop
● 14 Cows for America by Carmen Deedy (Level  S)
● Fireboat: THe Heroic Adventures of John J. Harvey by Maria

Kalman (Level M)
● What Were the Twin Towers? By Jim O’Connor (Level S)
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Intervention Resources:

● Graphic Organizers
● Sca�olded Notes
● Closed Notes
● Shared Notes and slide presentations
● Study guides
● Newsela
● Brain Pop JR.
● Readworks
● CNN10

Interdisciplinary Connections Integration of Technology through NJSLS

● Correlates to routines unit in math, rules and community units in social studies
Identify classroom routines in other subject areas: math, science, and social studies.

● In Social Studies discuss routines in the community
● Understand what it means to “read close” in social studies, science, and foreign

language.
● O�er short, non�ction picture books and non�ction articles on science, social

studies, and foreign language related activities to encourage building background
knowledge and independent reading about topics of interest to students.

● Encourage students to respond to texts in their speci�c subject area notebooks as
they re�ect on what they have been reading.

● Highlight texts, themes, and re�ections that connect to themes related to the
Holocaust; i.e. power, bullying, empathy, and social activism.

● Create a word study word sort in Inspiration.
● Listen to books on CDs, tapes, videos or podcasts if available.
● Listen to books on websites (pbskids.org/lions/index.html, storylineonline.net,

storyit.com, Elementary Connections Page)
● Use document camera or overhead projector for shared reading of texts.

Ongoing:
● Listen to books on CDs, tapes, videos or podcasts if available.
● Listen to books on websites (pbskids.org/lions/index.html, storylineonline.net,

storyit.com, Elementary Connections Page)
● Use document camera or overhead projector for shared reading of texts.
Other:
● Use Microsoft Word, Inspiration, or Smart Board Notebook software to write

the words from their word sorts.
● Use Inspiration to create a double timeline looking at plot events and character

motivation.

Integration of 21st Century Themes and Skills Media Literacy Integration

● Financial, Economic, Business, and Entrepreneurial Literacy
● Civic Literacy
● Health Literacy

● Ask students to look for speci�c things when they view videos or read print
material, and then ask questions about those items
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● Social Justice Literacy
● Creativity and Innovation
● Critical Thinking and Problem Solving Communication and Collaboration

Information Literacy
● Media Literacy has
● Life and Career Skills
● Creativity and Innovations
● Critical Thinking and Problem Solving
● Communication and Collaboration

● Build on the intuitive knowledge students have gained from media about the
story and character

● Clarify the distinction between �ction and non�ction in di�erent types of media
reporting on the same topic

● Use print materials to practice reading and comprehension skills
● Information Literacy

Career Education Global Perspective

● New Jersey Educational Field Trip
● Washington DC Trip
● History Based Field Trip
● Oregon Trail Webquest
● Flexibility and Adaptability
● Initiative and Self-Direction
● Social and Cross-Cultural Skills
● Productivity and Accountability
● Leadership and Responsibility

● National Hispanic-Latino Heritage Month
● National Disability Employment Awareness Month
● National American Indian Heritage Month
● Black History Month
● National Women’s History Month,
● National Irish-American Heritage Month
● National Italian American Heritage Month
● Asian Paci�c American Heritage
● Older Americans’ Month
● Jewish American Heritage Month
● Week of Respect
● Red Ribbon Week
● International Dot Day (September 16)

Unit 2: Hunters and Gatherers/ Early Farming Grade: 6th

Unit Overview:
Students will learn about early cultures in the Stone Age, the development of farming during the New Stone Age, and the growth of the �rst civilizations.
Students will �rst learn what tools are used to understand history and �nd out about the connection between geography and history.  In addition, students
will investigate how hunter-gatherers lived during the Stone Age and the transition from non-permanent settlements to the growth of cities and civilizations.

The beginnings of human history are vital to studying the emergence of settlements and civilizations that are present in our world today.  By studying the
tools scientists use to �gure out the past, students are able to comprehend how and why history is explained, de�ned, and understood.  The transition
between a hunter-gatherer society and permanent settlements lead to the evolution of sophisticated civilizations that explain the way our world is today.  In
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order for students to study history as historians, they will need to develop the skills to �nd out how and why scientists know what they do about ancient
human society.

NJ Student Learning Standards

6.2 World History/Global Studies: All students will acquire the knowledge and skills to think analytically and systematically about how past interactions of people, cultures, and the environment
a�ect issues across time and cultures. Such knowledge and skills enable students to make informed decisions as socially and ethically responsible world citizens in the 21st century.

Companion Standards:
Key Ideas and Details
NJSLSA.R1. Read closely to determine what the text says explicitly and to make logical inferences and relevant connections from it; cite speci�c textual evidence when writing or speaking to
support conclusions drawn from the text.
NJSLSA.R2. Determine central ideas or themes of a text and analyze their development; summarize the key supporting details and ideas.
NJSLSA.R3. Analyze how and why individuals, events, and ideas develop and interact over the course of a text.
Craft and Structure
NJSLSA.R4. Interpret words and phrases as they are used in a text, including determining technical, connotative, and �gurative meanings, and analyze how speci�c word choices shape meaning or
tone.
NJSLSA.R5. Analyze the structure of texts, including how speci�c sentences, paragraphs, and larger portions of the text (e.g., a section, chapter, scene, or stanza) relate to each other and the whole.
NJSLSA.R6. Assess how point of view or purpose shapes the content and style of a text.
Integration of Knowledge and Ideas
NJSLSA.R7. Integrate and evaluate content presented in diverse media and formats, including visually and quantitatively, as well as in words.
NJSLSA.R8. Delineate and evaluate the argument and speci�c claims in a text, including the validity of the reasoning as well as the relevance and su�ciency of the evidence.
NJSLSA.R9. Analyze and re�ect on how two or more texts address similar themes or topics in order to build knowledge or to compare the approaches the authors take.

NJSLSA.R10. Read and comprehend complex literary and informational texts independently and pro�ciently with sca�olding as needed.
Reading History and Social Studies:
Key Ideas and Details
RH.6-8.1. Cite speci�c textual evidence to support analysis of primary and secondary sources.
RH.6-8.2. Determine the central ideas or information of a primary or secondary source; provide an accurate summary of the source distinct from prior knowledge or opinions.
RH.6-8.3. Identify key steps in a text's description of a process related to history/social studies (e.g., how a bill becomes law, how interest rates are raised or lowered).
Craft and Structure
RH.6-8.4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including vocabulary speci�c to domains related to history/social studies.
RH.6-8.5. Describe how a text presents information (e.g., sequentially, comparatively, causally).
RH.6-8.6. Identify aspects of a text that reveal an author's point of view or purpose (e.g., loaded language, inclusion or avoidance of particular facts).
Integration of Knowledge and Ideas
RH.6-8.7. Integrate visual information (e.g., in charts, graphs, photographs, videos, or maps) with other information in print and digital texts.
RH.6-8.8. Distinguish among fact, opinion, and reasoned judgment in a text.
RH.6-8.9. Analyze the relationship between a primary and secondary source on the same topic.
Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity
RH.6-8.10.  By the end of grade 8, read and comprehend history/social studies texts in the grades 6-8 text complexity band independently and pro�ciently
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Science
Determine the central ideas or conclusions of a text; provide an accurate summary of the text distinct from prior knowledge or opinions. (MS-LS1-5) RST.6-8.2

Standard 8 Computer Science
Performance Expectations:
8.1.8.IC.1  Compare the trade-offs associated with computing technologies that affect an individual's everyday activities and career options.

Standard 9 Career Readiness, Life Literacy, and Key Skills
9.2.8.CAP.2: Develop a plan that includes information about career areas of interest.

New Jersey Amistad Commission:: N.J.S.A. 18A 52:16A-88
Every board of education shall incorporate the information regarding the contributions of African-Americans to our country in an appropriate place in the curriculum of elementary and
secondary school students.

LGBT and Disabilities Law: N.J.S.A. 18A:35-4.35 A board of education shall include instruction on the political, economic, and social contributions of persons with disabilities and lesbian,
gay, bisexual, and transgender people, in an appropriate place in the curriculum of middle school and high school students as part of the district’s implementation of the New Jersey Student
Learning Standards (N.J.S.A.18A:35-4.36) A board of education shall have policies and procedures in place pertaining to the selection of instructional materials to implement the requirements of
N.J.S.A. 18A:35-4.35.

Primary interdisciplinary connections: Language Arts, 21st Century Life and Careers, Science, and Technology
Suggested Activities:
Math:  Graphs comparing populations, Compare latitude and longitude lines to a line graph
Science:  Environmental Changes, study agriculture

Social Studies Learning Standards

6.2 World History/ Global Studies by the end of Grade 8
Era 1. The Beginning of Human Society
Hunter/gatherers adapted to their physical environments using resources, the natural world, and technological advancements. The agricultural revolution
led to an increase in population, specialization of labor, new forms of social organization, and the beginning of societies. Archaeology provides historical and
scienti�c explanations for how ancient people lived.

Core Idea Performance Expectation

Relationships between humans and
environments impact spatial patterns
of settlement and movement.

● 6.2.8.GeoPP.1.a: Compare and contrast the social organization, natural resources, and land use of early
hunters/gatherers and those who lived in early agrarian societies.
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● 6.2.8.GeoPP.1.b: Use maps to examine the impact of the various migratory patterns of hunters/gatherers that
moved from Africa to Eurasia, Australia and the Americas.

Historical events and developments are
shaped by social, political, cultural,
technological, and economic factors.

● 6.2.8.HistoryCC.1.a: Describe the in�uence of the agricultural revolution (e.g., the impact of food surplus from
farming) on population growth and the subsequent development of civilizations. (e.g., the impact of food surplus
from farming).

● 6.2.8.HistoryCC.1.b: Determine the impact of technological advancements on hunter/gatherer and agrarian
societies.

● 6.2.8.HistoryCC.1.c: Describe how the development of both written and unwritten languages impacted human
understanding, development of culture, and social structure.                        

Chronological sequencing helps us
track events over time as well as events
that took place at the same time.

● 6.2.8.HistoryCC.1.d: Demonstrate an understanding of pre-agricultural and post-agricultural periods in terms of
relative length of time.

Examining historical sources may
answer questions, but it may also lead
to questions in a spiraling process of
inquiry.

● 6.2.8.HistorySE.1.a: Explain how archaeological discoveries are used to develop and enhance understanding of life
prior to written records.

RH.6-8.7. ● Integrate visual information (e.g., in charts, graphs, photographs, videos, or maps) with other information in print
and digital texts.

NJSLSA.R1 ● Read closely to determine what the text says explicitly and to make logical inferences and relevant connections
from it; cite speci�c textual evidence when writing or speaking to support conclusions drawn from the text

NJSLSA.R2 ● Determine the central ideas or information of a primary or secondary source; provide an accurate summary of the
source distinct from prior knowledge or opinions.

Unit Enduring Understandings Essential Questions

● Tools such as oral traditions, artifacts, written language, and
others are used by archeologists to understand history.

● What makes us “humans?”
● Why did people settle? And when they did, what did they create?
● How to understand geography and migration?
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● Learning about a society’s geography can help us understand its
history.

● Gradually, our ancestors changed from surviving by hunting and
gathering to farming and domesticating animals.

● The advantage of a steady food supply helped early farming
settlements to grow into cities.

Unit Teaching Points:

Bends Topics Lessons

Revised August 2022
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Bend I: Bend I: �ve themes of geography
Bend II: Hunters/Gathers

Lesson 1: (Mini Lesson/Asynchronous)
Today I am going to introduce our geography unit, and we will
review concepts of oceans and geographies.
Students will complete the introduction to geography webquest:

● Warm up: Brainpop: Map skills
● Activity: Newsela: Map Projections
● NewsEla article on Maps and Globes

Writing Response: students will create a boxes and bullets notes
structure on how they maps structure are di�erent and used

Lesson 2: (Mini Lesson/Synchronous)
Today I am going to teach you how to �nd continents and oceans
on another map projection.

● Warm up: Project the 5 themes of geography Map.
Students view posters of the 5 themes of geography and
try to match the correct de�nition to each theme.

● Model how to present and then the group presents one
theme of geography.

● Review answers while students take notes on the
graphic organizer.

● Watch the Brain pop video to make real world
connections

Asynchronous Activity
Students will complete the following research activity on the 5
themes

Lesson 3: (Mini Lesson/Synchronous)
Today I am going to teach you important vocabulary terms that
are associated with location.

● Warm up: Introduce the words:
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○ Equator
○ Primar Meridian
○ Longitude
○ Latitude
○ Tropic of Capricorn
○ Tropic of Cancer

Have students watch the video: Longitude and Latitude
After the video discuss reasons why one would need to know
one's exact position on the Earth

Asynchronous Activity:
Students will practice �nding places with latitude and longitude
using the following:

● World Atlas
● Finding the location

Lesson 4: (Mini Lesson/Synchronous)
Today I am giong to teach you about looking at the map of NJ
carefully, and the important landforms.

● Warm up: Students are given the name of a landform,
and its de�nition.  Students use the internet to �nd, and
draw a picture of each landform and an example of
where it can be found in the world.

Asynchronous Activity:
NJ interactive Map
-Choose a landform. How does living on or near that landform
impact how people live?
HW/ Activity: Have students �nish the review 4-5 landforms and
form a landform pro�le for each.

Lesson 5: (Mini Lesson/ Synchronous)
Today I am going to teach you the concept of region and we'll
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understand it more by comparing regions of United States
● Warm up: De�ne region and identity characteristics

that regions might share
Asynchronous: Independent Activity

● Groups each read about ONE region of the US, make a
poster to represent that region and then present.

● Answer: what characteristics can regions share?
Helpful Resource for the lesson:

● US regions

Lesson 6: My Island Project
(1 week)
Day 1: Mini Lesson/synchronous)
Today I want to introduce to you the My Island project and
review the expectations to make your own continent project and
exemplar

● My Island: Instruction/Rubric
● Exemplar

Students will work Asynchronously for the remainder of the week
for the project
At the end the students will take a Geography test

Bend II: Hunters/Gatherers Lesson 1: (Mini lesson/ASynchronous)
Today I am going to teach you about di�erent time stamps and
why it’s important to know them

● Warm up: How long ago do you think early humans
lived? How would you write the year they lived?

● Mini Lesson: (Resource)
○ Timelines
○ BC (or BCE)
○ AD (or CE)

Students complete a worksheet to practice using AD and CE.
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Lesson 2: (Mini Lesson/Synchronous)
Today I am going to teach you that students will begin to
formulate ideas on how archaeologists learn about the past.

● Warm up: De�ne migration and ice age.
● Activity: : Students read and take notes on a video

explaining human migration
● . Students complete and map and timeline to go along

with this activity
● Discussion: PowerPoint

○ Why did people migrate around the earth?
○ How did the ice age impact migration
○ Early Migration Activity: (If time/resources

available)
Lesson 3: (Mini Lesson/Synchronous)
Today I am going to teach how we look at archaeological evidence
to determine how Early Humans lived.

● Make sure you have them correct and have
accompanying drawings.

● Mini Lesson: View BHP video on how Early Humans
Lived

● Activity: Students complete a webquest of Lascaux
Cave and �nd evidence of how early humans lived.

○ The webquest site linked above is a page of a
teacher that created the webquest of Lascausx,
feel free to substitute or use a di�erent one.

Asynchronous Activity: Students sketch their own cave drawings
based on their understanding of early humans.

Lesson 4: (Mini Lesson/Asynchronous)

Today I am going to teach you how humans adapted to the ice
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age.

● Warm up: How do you dress when it’s VERY COLD
out?

● Activity:  Student’s read Surviving the Ice Age: it’s cold
out there. (Ice Age Link)

● Student’s draw a comic depicting ice age early humans
surviving one challenge of the ice age.

Lesson 5: Mini Lesson/ (Synchronous)
Today I want to teach you about collective learning and
collaborate on cave sketch drawings

● Mini Lesson: De�ne collective learning and how it
impacts us today.

● Activity:: Students review unit 2, chapter 1 to choose
knowledge hunter gatherers gained and sketch a cave
drawing to pass that knowledge to future generations

● Exit Ticket: How does your picture show collective
learning?

Video on collective learning
Reading on collective learning

Lesson 6: (Mini Lesson/Synchronous)
Today I am going to teach you to identify main ideas on a reading
about the discovery of agriculture

● Mini Lesson: Review strong main ideas.
● Activity: Students read Unit 2 - Chapter 2 on the

discovery of agriculture and take notes on Main ideas.
● As students �nish the reading they take notes on the

vocabulary.
● Exit Ticket: What is the central idea of this reading?
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Dawn of Agriculture Reading suggestion

Lesson 7: (Mini Lesson/Synchronous)
Today I am going to teach you about the paleolithic to Neolithic
era and track the changes that occurred.

● Mini Lecture: De�ne paleolithic and Neolithic.
● Brief lecture on the transition from hunting and

gathering to farming.
● Activity: Students draw a comic OR create an online

comic using pixel on the transition from hunting and
gathering to farming.

Lesson 8: (Mini Lesson/Synchronous)
Today we are going to begin our inquiry project to answer the
question: “Was the transition to agriculture good?”

● Mini Lesson: Introduce inquiry project and the idea of
inquiry

● Activity: Small groups work together to complete
PART 1: How did environmental changes and new
technologies a�ect the development of agriculture.

● Groups analyze evidence together
● Closing: Students complete the paragraph outline to use

evidence to support a claim
Day 2: Continuation

● Mini Lesson: Review the conclusions from last class.
● Activity: Small groups work together to complete

PART 2: How did Agriculture lead to Writing
● Groups analyze evidence together
● Closing: Students complete the paragraph to use

evidence to support a claim
Day 3: Continuation
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● Mini Lesson: Review the conclusions from last class.
● Activity: Small groups work together to complete Part

3: What was the consequence of Agriculture.
● Closing: Students make a list of the consequences of

agriculture. Students then stand on a spectrum from
good to bad on the development of agriculture.

Day 4-5: Presentation
● students write a paragraph that answers the essential

question.
● Students read “Pros and Cons of Agriculture”
● Hand in their �nal  pro and con outlines

Bend III What Makes a Civilization? Lesson 1: (Mini Lesson/ Synchronous)
Today I am going to teach you the quali�cations for a place to be
considered a civilization using GRAPES criteria

● Warm Up: Mini lecture on the criteria of Grapes
(Geography, Religion, Achievements, Politics,
Economics, and Social Structure).

● Activity: Students are given a criterion and have to
determine what category of grapes the questions falls
under

● Wrap up: Students try to complete the GRAPES about
their own civilization in Florham Park.

Lesson 2: (Mini Lesson/ Synchronous)
Today I am going to teach where and why did early agricultural
civilization develop
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● Warm up: What kinds of resources are needed for
agriculture to be successful? (think about domesticated
plants and animals!)

● Activity: Students view physical maps of Eurasia and the
Americas and guess where early agricultural settlements
may have developed.

● Video on agriculture to civilization:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IVHD9wGlbho&
index=4&list=PL2EE0E7F5240634EB&scrlybrkr=c80
976a2

● Students complete a map worksheet to identify the
locations of early river valley civilizations in the Eastern
Hemisphere

Lesson 3: (Mini Lesson/Synchronous)
Today I am going to teach you to analyze how geography shaped
early civilization

● Warm up: Students are assigned their research groups
for the civilization project.

● Mini Lesson: Working in a team/ making a team
contract

● Classwork: Students research the geography of their
civilization, complete a map, and make a list of ways the
geography impacted its development.

Closing: Students share out. Class �nds similarities and
di�erences in how geography shaped civilizations

Lesson 4: (Mini Lesson/Synchronous)
Today I am going to teach you how we examine artifacts to prove
if a place can be considered a civilization

● Warm up: Read and highlight review of the
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characteristics of civilization.
● Mini Lesson: Hand out museum project description,

focusing on the creation of artifacts to prove a place can
be considered a civilization.

● Classwork: Students are given a picture of an artifact
and determine if it represents one (or more) of the
characteristics of civilization.

● Exit Ticket: Can Ancient Sumerian be considered a
civilization?

Museum Link

Lesson 5: (Mini Lesson/Asynchronous)
Today I am going to teach you to create a civilization using our
GRAPES criteria

● Warm up: Remember our MY Island projects- pull
them out. If you didn’t complete the MY Island project,
start with this prompt. If you could imagine a
civilization anywhere in the world, where would it be?
Example; underwater, in the clouds, Hogwarts etc.

● Activity: Students will take their island project and
identify the di�erent GRAPES criteria for their new
civilization. What is the geography of your civilization?
What religion do they practice? What achievements
have they made? What political structure do they use?
What do they trade and with who? How is society
structured?

Heritage
Celebrated
Month
Guide

● Italian Heritage Month (October)
● NJ Italian Heritage Commission (Unit 4)
● Middle School Lesson Plans (Unit 4: Grade

6)

● Today I am going to teach you about how The theory of
Natural Law is explored, highlighting the works of
Cicero, Justinian, and Aquinas.
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(Cover in all
curricular
areas

● Natural Law
● Giovanni Pico della Mirandola and the

concept of progress
● Alternatives to the Venetian Spice Monopoly
● Understanding Da Vinci’s Principle of

Curiosita
● All Men are EquAL

● Today I am going to teach you about the intellectual
change that took place during the Renaissance from a
society based on the unchanging eternal to a society that
accepted change and actively sought to bring beauty and
improvements into the world.

● Today I am going to teach you about the rise and fall of
Venice as a center of Mediterranean trade.

● Today I am going to teach you about the
Stream-of-Consciousness method, based on
observations of Leonardo da Vinci’s work.

● Today I am going to teach you about the concept of
Equality from Paul of Tarsus in 48AD, through Ulpian
in the 3rd century AD, to Filippo Mazzei’s in�uence on
George Mason and Thomas Je�erson is presented. Dr.
Martin Luther King’s understanding of the concept is
explored.

Evidence of Learning (Assessments) Accommodations and Modi�cations

Formative Assessments:

● Exit Tickets
● Notebook Checks
● Conferences
● Drafts

Summative Assessments:

● Unit Projects
● Written Analysis

Special Education:

● Curricular Modi�cations and Guidance for Students Educated in Special
Class Settings

● Subgroup Accommodations and Modi�cations
● Di�erentiation for All Students (Special Needs, ESL, Gifted Learners, &

Mainstream Learners)
Differentiation:

● Preview content and concepts
● Behavior management plan
● Highlight text
● Small group setting
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● Summative tests
● SAC (Structured Academic Controversy)
● Demonstrations
● Portfolio

Benchmark Assessments:

● Initial Benchmark:  3rd Week of September
● Mid-year Benchmark: 4th Week of January
● End of year Benchmark:  Last week in May

Alternative Assessments:

● Choice Projects
● Portfolios
● Arguments Writing Assignments
● Notebook assessments
● Oral Presentations
● Socratic Seminars
● Primary Source Analysis
● Social Studies Instructional Strategies

High-Prep Differentiation:
● Alternative formative and summative assessments
● Guided Reading
● Personal agendas
● Project-based learning
● Tiered activities/assignments
● Varying organizers for instructions

Low-Prep Differentiation:
● Clubbing activities
● Exploration by interest
● Flexible groupings

English Language Learners:

● Subgroup Accommodations and Modi�cations
● Di�erentiation for All Students (Special Needs, ESL, Gifted Learners, &

Mainstream Learners)

Students at Risk for Failure:

● Subgroup Accommodations and Modi�cations
● Di�erentiation for All Students (Special Needs, ESL, Gifted Learners, &

Mainstream Learners}

Gifted and Talented

● Subgroup Accommodations and Modi�cations
● Di�erentiation for All Students (Special Needs, ESL, Gifted Learners, &

Mainstream Learners)

Students with 504 Plans

● Subgroup Accommodations and Modi�cation
● Di�erentiation for All Students (Special Needs, ESL, Gifted Learners, &

Mainstream Learners)

Core Instructional and Supplemental Materials Core Instructional, Supplemental, Instructional, and
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https://docs.google.com/document/d/1wJLHdjzj9_VQevaM2dMkSRDpIWpb-6q7N5rfa349-sY/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1wJLHdjzj9_VQevaM2dMkSRDpIWpb-6q7N5rfa349-sY/edit?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B-_iTnCmF_gGRzFuemszSGJwQnl4MDdRbnB2MDRTaEtQazdN/view?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1wJLHdjzj9_VQevaM2dMkSRDpIWpb-6q7N5rfa349-sY/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1wJLHdjzj9_VQevaM2dMkSRDpIWpb-6q7N5rfa349-sY/edit?usp=sharing
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Professional Resources: Intervention Resources

Core Professional Resources:

● Social Studies Leveled Libraries
● Clearly Social Studies McGraw-Hill Children’s Publishing,
● The First Humans and World Geography
● Making Social Studies Come Alive! Scholastic by Marilyn Kretzer
● 6th Grade - African and African American Amistad Infusion
● 6-8 Black History Resources
● Amistad Curriculum (K-12)

Supplemental Professional Resources:

● Stanford History Education Group
● iCivics
● Teaching Tolerance
● Facing History and Ourselves

Core Instructional Resources:

● Our World’s Story Harcourt Brace &
Company

● Mesopotamia
● Gums, Germs and Steel
● Ancient Agriculture by Michael and Mary

Woods (Level V)
● Stone Age Science: Energy and Movement by

Felicia Law and Gerry Bailey (Level Q)
● Any appropriate grade 6 book applicable to the

unit chosen by the teacher

Supplemental Resources:

Suggested Lessons for  Di�erentiation with Small
Groups:

● Newsela
● Brainpop
● BBC Primary History
● World History: Ancient Civilizations

(eduplace.com)
● Ancient Civilizations (SoftSchools.com)

Intervention Resources:

● Graphic Organizers
● Sca�olded Notes
● Closed Notes
● Shared Notes and slide presentations
● Study guides
● Newsela
● Brain Pop JR.
● Readworks
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● CNN10

Interdisciplinary Connections Integration of Technology through NJSLS

● Correlates to routines unit in math, rules and community units in social studies
Identify classroom routines in other subject areas: math, science, and social studies.

● In Social Studies discuss routines in the community
● Understand what it means to “read close” in social studies, science, and foreign

language.
● O�er short, non�ction picture books and non�ction articles on science, social

studies, and foreign language related activities to encourage building background
knowledge and independent reading about topics of interest to students.

● Encourage students to respond to texts in their speci�c subject area notebooks as
they re�ect on what they have been reading.

● Highlight texts, themes, and re�ections that connect to themes related to the
Holocaust; i.e. power, bullying, empathy, and social activism.

● Create a word study word sort in Inspiration.
● Listen to books on CDs, tapes, videos or podcasts if available.
● Listen to books on websites (pbskids.org/lions/index.html, storylineonline.net,

storyit.com, Elementary Connections Page)
● Use document camera or overhead projector for shared reading of texts.

Ongoing:
● Listen to books on CDs, tapes, videos or podcasts if available.
● Listen to books on websites (pbskids.org/lions/index.html, storylineonline.net,

storyit.com, Elementary Connections Page)
● Use document camera or overhead projector for shared reading of texts.
Other:
● Use Microsoft Word, Inspiration, or Smart Board Notebook software to write the

words from their word sorts.
● Use Inspiration to create a double timeline looking at plot events and character

motivation.

Integration of 21st Century Themes and Skills Media Literacy Integration

● Financial, Economic, Business, and Entrepreneurial Literacy
● Civic Literacy
● Health Literacy
● Social Justice Literacy
● Creativity and Innovation
● Critical Thinking and Problem Solving Communication and Collaboration

Information Literacy
● Media Literacy
● Life and Career Skills
● Creativity and Innovations
● Critical Thinking and Problem Solving
● Communication and Collaboration

● Ask students to look for speci�c things when they view videos or read print
material, and then ask questions about those items

● Build on the intuitive knowledge students have gained from media about the story
and character

● Clarify the distinction between �ction and non�ction in di�erent types of media
reporting on the same topic

● Use print materials to practice reading and comprehension skills
● Information Literacy
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Career Education Global Perspective

● New Jersey Educational Field Trip
● Washington DC Trip
● History Based Field Trip
● Oregon Trail Webquest
● Flexibility and Adaptability
● Initiative and Self-Direction
● Social and Cross-Cultural Skills
● Productivity and Accountability
● Leadership and Responsibility

● National Hispanic-Latino Heritage Month
● National Disability Employment Awareness Month
● National American Indian Heritage Month
● Black History Month
● National Women’s History Month,
● National Irish-American Heritage Month
● National Italian American Heritage Month
● Asian Paci�c American Heritage
● Older Americans’ Month
● Jewish American Heritage Month
● Week of Respect
● Red Ribbon Week
● International Dot Day (September 16)

Unit 3: Early Civilization Grade: 7th

Unit Overview:
Students will �nd out how geography made the rise of civilization in the Fertile Crescent possible, then examine Sumer’s �rst cities and the
characteristics of Sumerian religion.  Students will compare and contrast the three most important empires of the Fertile Crescent and �nd out what
characterized the Babylonian and Assyrian empires.  Students will investigate the achievements of the Persian Empire.  In addition, students will
evaluate the importance of Hammurabi’s Code and discover how writing developed in Mesopotamia.  They will explain how sea power of the
Phoenicians helped spread civilization and conclude with looking at the history and traditions of the ancient Israelites.
This unit is vital to the study of early history due to the major achievements and accomplishments which allowed civilization to be pushed forward and
spread.  Geography was the reason why major civilizations began on the Tigris and Euphrates Rivers, and the development of social classes, religions,
di�erent jobs, and governments are all evident in this earliest civilization.  The legacy of a written code of law and language are the starting point for
examining all societies developed after Mesopotamia.  Students should understand the whole reason behind the invention of writing in order to fully
appreciate ancient society and its values.

NJ Student Learning Standards

6.2 World History/Global Studies: All students will acquire the knowledge and skills to think analytically and systematically about how past interactions of people, cultures, and the
environment a�ect issues across time and cultures. Such knowledge and skills enable students to make informed decisions as socially and ethically responsible world citizens in the 21st
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century.

Companion Standards:
Key Ideas and Details
NJSLSA.R1. Read closely to determine what the text says explicitly and to make logical inferences and relevant connections from it; cite speci�c textual evidence when writing or speaking to
support conclusions drawn from the text.
NJSLSA.R2. Determine central ideas or themes of a text and analyze their development; summarize the key supporting details and ideas.
NJSLSA.R3. Analyze how and why individuals, events, and ideas develop and interact over the course of a text.
Craft and Structure
NJSLSA.R4. Interpret words and phrases as they are used in a text, including determining technical, connotative, and �gurative meanings, and analyze how speci�c word choices shape
meaning or tone.
NJSLSA.R5. Analyze the structure of texts, including how speci�c sentences, paragraphs, and larger portions of the text (e.g., a section, chapter, scene, or stanza) relate to each other and the
whole.
NJSLSA.R6. Assess how point of view or purpose shapes the content and style of a text.
Integration of Knowledge and Ideas
NJSLSA.R7. Integrate and evaluate content presented in diverse media and formats, including visually and quantitatively, as well as in words.
NJSLSA.R8. Delineate and evaluate the argument and speci�c claims in a text, including the validity of the reasoning as well as the relevance and su�ciency of the evidence.
NJSLSA.R9. Analyze and re�ect on how two or more texts address similar themes or topics in order to build knowledge or to compare the approaches the authors take.

NJSLSA.R10. Read and comprehend complex literary and informational texts independently and pro�ciently with sca�olding as needed.
Reading History and Social Studies:
Key Ideas and Details
RH.6-8.1. Cite speci�c textual evidence to support analysis of primary and secondary sources.
RH.6-8.2. Determine the central ideas or information of a primary or secondary source; provide an accurate summary of the source distinct from prior knowledge or opinions.
RH.6-8.3. Identify key steps in a text's description of a process related to history/social studies (e.g., how a bill becomes law, how interest rates are raised or lowered).
Craft and Structure
RH.6-8.4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including vocabulary speci�c to domains related to history/social studies.
RH.6-8.5. Describe how a text presents information (e.g., sequentially, comparatively, causally).
RH.6-8.6. Identify aspects of a text that reveal an author's point of view or purpose (e.g., loaded language, inclusion or avoidance of particular facts).
Integration of Knowledge and Ideas
RH.6-8.7. Integrate visual information (e.g., in charts, graphs, photographs, videos, or maps) with other information in print and digital texts.
RH.6-8.8. Distinguish among fact, opinion, and reasoned judgment in a text.
RH.6-8.9. Analyze the relationship between a primary and secondary source on the same topic.
Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity
RH.6-8.10.  By the end of grade 8, read and comprehend history/social studies texts in the grades 6-8 text complexity band independently and pro�ciently

Science
Determine the central ideas or conclusions of a text; provide an accurate summary of the text distinct from prior knowledge or opinions. (MS-LS1-5) RST.6-8.2

Standard 8 Computer Science
Performance Expectations:
8.1.8.IC.1  Compare the trade-offs associated with computing technologies that affect an individual's everyday activities and career options.
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http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RH/6-8/1/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RH/6-8/2/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RH/6-8/3/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RH/6-8/4/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RH/6-8/5/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RH/6-8/6/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RH/6-8/7/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RH/6-8/8/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RH/6-8/9/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RH/6-8/10/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RST/6-8
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RST/6-8


Florham Park Social Studies

6th Grade Social Studies Curriculum

Standard 9 Career Readiness, Life Literacy, and Key Skills
9.2.8.CAP.2: Develop a plan that includes information about career areas of interest.

New Jersey Amistad Commission:: N.J.S.A. 18A 52:16A-88
Every board of education shall incorporate the information regarding the contributions of African-Americans to our country in an appropriate place in the curriculum of elementary and
secondary school students.

LGBT and Disabilities Law: N.J.S.A. 18A:35-4.35 A board of education shall include instruction on the political, economic, and social contributions of persons with disabilities and
lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgender people, in an appropriate place in the curriculum of middle school and high school students as part of the district’s implementation of the New Jersey
Student Learning Standards (N.J.S.A.18A:35-4.36) A board of education shall have policies and procedures in place pertaining to the selection of instructional materials to implement the
requirements of N.J.S.A. 18A:35-4.35.

Primary interdisciplinary connections: Language Arts, 21st Century Life and Careers, Science, and Technology
Suggested Activities:
Math:  Graphs comparing populations, Compare latitude and longitude lines to a line graph
Science:  Environmental Changes, study agriculture

Social Studies Standards

6.2 World History/ Global Studies by the end of Grade 8
Era 2. Early Civilizations and the Emergence of Pastoral Peoples: Early River Valley Civilizations (4000–1000 BCE)
Early river valley civilizations (e.g., Mesopotamia, Egypt, Indus River [modern Pakistan and northwestern India], and, later, Yellow River Valley in China) developed due to favorable
geographic conditions. They created centralized systems of government and advanced societies.

Core Idea Performance Expectations

Political and civil institutions impact all
aspects of people’s lived

● 6.2.8.CivicsPI.2.a: Explain how/why di�erent early river valley civilizations developed similar forms of government and legal
structures.  

Human rights can be protected or abused
in various societies

● 6.2.8.CivicsHR.2.a: Determine the role of slavery in the economic and social structures of early river valley civilizations.  
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Geospatial technologies and
representations help us to make sense of
the distribution of people, places and
environments, and spatial patterns across
Earth’s surface.

● 6.2.8.GeoSV.2.a: Compare and contrast physical and political maps of early river valley civilizations and their modern
counterparts and determine the geopolitical impact of these civilizations, then and now  (i.e., Mesopotamia and Iraq;
Ancient Egypt and Modern Egypt; Indus River Valley and Modern Pakistan/India; Ancient China and Modern China).

The physical and human characteristics of
places and regions are connected to human
identities and cultures.

● 6.2.8.GeoHE.2.a: Determine the extent to which geography in�uenced settlement, the development of trade networks,
technological innovations, and the sustainability of early river valley civilizations.

Economic interdependence is impacted by
increase specialization and trade

● 6.2.8.GeoGE.2.a:Explain how technological advancements led to greater economic specialization, improved weaponry, trade,
and the development of a class system in early river valley civilizations.   

Chronological sequencing helps us track
events over time as well as events that took
place at the same time

● 6.2.8.HistoryCC.2.a: Evaluate the importance and enduring legacy of the major achievements of the early river valley
civilizations over time.    

Historical events and development are
shaped by social, political, cultural,
technological, and economic factors.

● 6.2.8.HistiryCC.2.b:Analyze the impact of religion on daily life, government, and culture in various early river valley
civilizations. 

● 6.2.8.HistoryCC.2.a: Explain the development of written language transformed all aspects of life in early river valley
civilizations.

Historians develop arguments using
evidence from multiple relevant historical
sources.

● 6.2.8.HistoryCA.2.a: Analyze the factors that led to the rise and fall of various early river valley civilizations and determine
whether there was a common pattern of growth and decline. 

RH.6-8.1. Cite speci�c textual evidence to support analysis of primary and secondary sources

RH.6-8.2. Determine the central ideas or information of a primary or secondary source; provide an accurate summary of the source distinct from
prior knowledge or opinions.

RH.6-8.3 Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including vocabulary speci�c to domains related to history/social
studies.
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RH.6-8.5. Describe how a text presents information (e.g., sequentially, comparatively, causally).

Unit Enduring Understandings Essential Questions

● Mesopotamia’s attractive location between two rivers drew
people to settle there.

● The Persians created the largest empire the Fertile Crescent had
ever known and tolerated the cultures of many conquered
peoples.

● The earliest existing set of written laws, known as Hammurabi’s
Code, established rules and punishments for Babylonians.

● Writing in Mesopotamia was �rst used to keep records.
● Advancements in technology led to greater economic

specialization, trade, weapons, etc.
● The developments of various Mesopotamian empires have

in�uenced our modern world today.

● What problems did early civilizations have to solve in order to
survive? And how did they solve these problems?

● How do natural resources and geography impact the political,
economic, and social development of a civilization?

● How do religion and mythology re�ect the values of a society?
● What is the role of government within society?
● What were the rights of di�erent groups within a society? How

do they compare to today?
● How does the pattern of rise and fall apply to civilizations?
● What lasting legacies have ancient civilizations contributed to

our world?

Unit Teaching Points:

Lessons Concepts
What will students know...

Skills/ Performance Expectations
What students will be able to do...

Bend I: Bend I: Mesopotamia
Mesopotamia GRAPES Graphic Org

Lesson 1: (Mini Lesson/Asynchronous)
Today I am going to teach you about the location of
Mesopotamia and important geographical locations surrounding
this early civilization

● Warm up: BrainPop map review
● Activity: Have students �ll in a blank map of

Mesopotamia. Students will need to add a compass rose,
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important civilization, and essential geographical
features. Student should create keys to represent
di�erent geographical features

● Closure: Students will have to answer multiple choice
questions in a google form about the location of items
on the map they created.

Lesson 2: (Mini Lesson/Synchronous)
Today I am going to teach you how geography impacted the
development of Mesopotamia

● Warm up: If you moved to Hawaii how would your life
be di�erent?

● Mini Lesson: Read aloud the beginning of an
NEWSELA article on Mesopotamia. Students look for
answers to the essential question: How did geography
in�uence the development of Mesopotamia?

● Classwork: Students �nish reading/taking notes on the
article and then �ll in a web identifying all the ways
geography in�uenced the development of
Mesopotamia.

Lesson 3: (Mini Lesson/Asynchronous)
Today I am going to teach you about the religion of
Mesopotamia

● Warm up: Show a picture of a ziggurat and explain what
they were used for in Mesopotamia

● Activity: Students pick a Sumerian god to research
(Enlil, Enki, Utu, Nanna)

● Re�ection: Describe how religion in Mesopotamia
impacted daily life.
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Lesson4: (Mini Lesson/Synchronous)
Today I am going to teach you about the achievements of
Mesopotamia

● Warm up: Students take notes during a mini lecture of
Mesopotamia (Cuneiform, the wheel, irrigation)

● Activity: Students will read an NEWSELA article/take
notes in their graphic organizer

● Re�ection: How would our lives be di�erent today
without these inventions from Mesopotamia?

Lesson 5: (Mini Lesson/Synchronous)
Today I am going to teach you about the characteristics of the
complex government of Mesopotamia

● Warm up:  Have students share what they remember
about Hammurabi’s Code from the WebQuest

● (Asynchronous) Activity:: Students continue to use an
ancient law code to determine punishments for sample
crimes

● Each group presents one crime and their punishment
● Closing Discussion: What inferences about Babylon can

we make from reading the law code? What laws would
you create if you were Hammurabi?

Lesson 6: (Mini Lesson/Asynchronous)
Today I am going to teach you about the the characteristics of
individual civilizations within Mesopotamia

● Activity: Students will create a poster of infographics on
the civilization with details of government, social
structure, religion, land, trade and any other
information that helps understand the civilization.

● Break the class into 5 groups. Assign a civilization
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Sumerians
Akkadian Empire
Babylonian Empire
Assyrian Empire
Persian Empire

● Students will present the civilization

Lesson 7: (Mini Lesson/Synchronous)
Today I am going to teach you how social structures of
Mesopotamia were in�uenced by many di�erent factors of
government and religion

● Warm up: Present the graph of the social structures of
Mesopotamia (zoom in or screenshot just the graph)

● -Have students makes observations about what kind of
social structure exists based on the graph

● Activity: -Assign students reading social structure and
have them create a social structure pyramid in their
notes and have them take notes.

● Re�ection: Describe how religion in�uenced the
government and social structures?

Lesson 8: (Project/Asynchronous) 2 days
Today I am going to have you put together your knowledge of
Mesopotamia by creating a travel brochure

● Warm up: Show students a travel brochure and di�erent
characteristics it has.

● Activity: Students will create a paper travel brochure
and break it up into 6 categories (a section for each
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criteria of GRAPES). Each section should have an
image and at least two sentences explaining the
information.

● Rubric

Suggested: Lesson 9: (Read Aloud/Synchronous)
Today I am going to teach you about Gilgamesh and you will
identify characteristics of a hero that he has

● Warm up: What makes somebody a hero?
● Activity: Read Aloud “The Epics of Gilgamesh” and

have students identify words on their Bingo Boards.
● Re�ection: What characteristics of a hero did

Gilgamesh possess?

Bend II: Bend II: Egypt
Egypt GRAPES Graphic Org

Lesson 1: (Mini Lesson/Asynchronous)
Today I am going to teach you about the important geography of
Egypt

● Warm up: Place the map of Mesopotamia and Egypt
side by side, and have them write down observations.

● Asynchronous Activity: Learning from the Map
● Go through the interactive activity of the map and have

students add details to the blank map. Have students
use this map to study for the quiz the next day.

● Re�ection: How will the Nile River be bene�cial to the
development of Ancient Egypt?

Lesson 2: (Mini Lesson/Asynchronous)
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Today I am going to teach you the importance of Nile in the
development of agriculture, and how it became the foundation of
Egyptian Economy

● Assessment: Give students Geography Quiz on Ancient
Egypt.

● Warm up: -Video on Nile: Based on the story→ what
information do you learn about Egypt and the river
Nile

● Activity: Exploring the Nile. Students will read about
the Nile farming: The website includes di�erent stories
on farming and daily life of farming. Have students read
2 of the stories of their choice. Students will write a
newspaper article about the farming and farming life in
Ancient Egypt

Lesson3: (Mini Lesson/Synchronous)
Today I am going to teach you about Ancient Egyptian gods and
have you connect scenarios to the speci�c god.

PPT
● Warm up: Mini lecture about di�erent Egyptian gods
● Activity: Students read scenarios and determine which

god Egyptians were praying to if they lived in Ancient
Egypt.

● Closure: Students create a poster on of the Egyptian
gods answering the following questions
What were they the god or goddess of?
What powers did they have?
What famous story surrounds them?

Lesson 4: (Mini Lesson/Synchronous)
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Today I am going to teach you and many accomplishments of
Ancient Egypt including hieroglyphics and mummi�cation

● Warm up: Mini lesson about hieroglyphics. Have
students write their names on a name card in
hieroglyphics

● Activity: Mummi�cation Experiment:
● Directions
● Student Graphic Organizer
● Closure: which concoction would preserve mummies

the best?

Lesson 5: (Mini Lesson/Synchronous)
Today I am going to teach you about the design and building of
the pyramids and why it was an important accomplishment to the
Ancient Egypt

● Warm up: Read the article on pyramid building and use
post-its to identify main ideas.

● Mini Lesson: Using post-its as boxes in box and bullets
template. Find supporting details to support main ideas.

● Activity: Complete box and bullets notes on one article.
Asynchronous Project ( Day 2)
Now that they have learned in great detail about the pyramids
-Students will create a 3D model or diagram of an Egyptian
pyramid which details the contents of the pyramid while
explaining the religious signi�cance of the contents.

Lesson 6: (Mini Lesson/Synchronous)
Today I am going to teach you about Ancient Egypt’s
government and beliefs system through an interactive webquest

● Mini lecture about the Old Middle and New
Kingdoms.
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https://www.educationworld.com/a_lesson/dailylp/dailylp/dailylp102.shtml
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1mlQHMtVs70j-5S0B65e4AE2Zz7gRk5iBj6Bcbyc3LOk/edit
https://newsela.com/read/ramp-discovery-pyramids-engineering/id/47826/?collection_id=112
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● Asynchronous Activity: Read about the di�erent
Kingdoms here Webquest (This is an extensive
webquest that could last a week. Pick and choose the
activities and projects that the educators see �t)

● Closure: Students take a virtual tour through the Valley
of the Kings and of the Great Pyramids. Students re�ect
on the di�erent ways their kings and pharaohs were
buried and why.

Lesson 7: (Project/Asynchronous) 1 Day
Today I am going to have you put together your knowledge of
Ancient Egypt by creating a postcard

● Warm Up: Show students postcards and analyze the
characteristics that they share

● Activity: Have students create a postcard to another
classmate using this template. Students must include 6
interesting facts they learned about Ancient Egypt, one
detail from each criteria of GRAPES

Suggested: Lesson 8: Read Aloud
Today I want you to identify characteristics of Ancient Egypt in
Ms. Frizzle's Adventures in Ancient Egypt

● Activity: Students will play Bingo using these cards and
cross out words they hear when listening to the Read
Aloud

Bend III: Bend III: Ancient India
Note-taking Graphic Organizer

Lesson 1 (Mini Lesson/ Synchronous)
Today I am going to teach you about how geography impacts the
location of Ancient India civilization

Revised August 2022
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https://wasatch.provo.edu/wp-content/uploads/2020/01/Ancient-Egypt-Webquest-3.pdf
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1d2XPlHd4p_mksVpzpLn5jG928d0Q5M1sYY0l20wXmTk/edit#slide=id.gb167be9d6f_0_1344
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Jpo098dRy0yjKvCqKX_gfugWH-ONP1cqWjLdOsgRJTg/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1OXGBwU4xtN7rCFWEcMSgw2kdmVL4LcTFbACGuEUXRuQ/edit
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● Warm up: Write 3 questions for our Ancient India unit
related to what you would like to learn

● Activity Bundle: India Maps and Indus Valley
● -Go through the multiple readings and activities in the

packet and decide as �t or needed for instruction

Lesson 2: (Mini Lesson/Synchronous)
Today I am going to teach you about the civilization of Ancient
India and we are going to compare and contrast with Ancient
Egypt and Mesopotamia

● Warm Up Video: Ancient India
● Activity: Annotation and readings on Ancient India
● Writing Activity: Compare and contrast Ancient Indian

civilization to Ancient Egypt or Mesopotamia

Lesson 3: (Mini Lesson/ Synchronous)
Today I am going to teach you about the two major religions in
India, Hinduism and Buddhism. We are going to learn about
their origin, and compare and contrast how they intersect with
each other.

● Warm up: What information did you �nd
interesting/surprising from yesterday’s reading about
Mohenjo-daro and Harappa? At least 3 sentences in
your response.

● Activity: Depiction of Gods
● With each picture, the class should discuss differences

from what they know about Buddhism and Hinduism so
far, what questions they have, and differences and
similarities from other religions that they know about
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https://rvms.dcsdk12.org/UserFiles/Servers/Server_142278/File/Becky%20Carson/Ancient%20India%20Map.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KhDY4KJuvc0
https://rvms.dcsdk12.org/UserFiles/Servers/Server_142278/File/Becky%20Carson/Ancient%20India%20-%20Ancient%20Civilizations%20Article.pdf
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1WfZIcmCgF8Vlw2uURgiE1YubS7zq8_sh/view?usp=sharing
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Step: What questions do you have after the observations of the
images of the two religions

Asynchronous Activity: Readings on Religions
● Students can read these individually or in small groups
● Use the depictions of god to guide the readings and how

the readings add more information to the depictions
● write down main di�erences between Hinduism and

Buddhism by using both readings and their prior
knowledge, as well as discussion in class. These
di�erences and similarities will be put onto their
Double Bubble map

Lesson 4: (Mini Lesson/Synchronous)
Today I am going to teach you about the
accomplishments/achievements of Ancient India

● Mini Lecture: Achievements of Ancient India (Concept
of Zero, Sewage System)

● Activity: Students will read this NEWSELA article and
take notes about Ashoka the Great. Students will watch
this video and add to their notes. Once done, students
will create an Instagram for Ashoka. Using this
template. They will highlight what Ashoka’s biography
would say and what pictures he would display to show
what he thought was important.

Lesson 5: (Mini Lesson/Asynchronous)
Today we are going to go on a couple days Journey to learn about
the governments and di�erent empires of India
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/1gy148cJgd0lCGQ1txpmIglm5lO1MqBK5/view?usp=sharing
https://newsela.com/read/lib-india-ashoka-buddhism/id/52957/?collection_id=339
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6XojmEmy7kw&feature=emb_logo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6XojmEmy7kw&feature=emb_logo
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/169s-HTqs-Q4atCfHaPya8AdNy24mwmR5LrCQnQ6snWE/edit#slide=id.g3a06027c75_0_0
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/169s-HTqs-Q4atCfHaPya8AdNy24mwmR5LrCQnQ6snWE/edit#slide=id.g3a06027c75_0_0
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(3-4 Day webquest journey, pick the webquest or create your own
that depicts the information)

● Webquest 1: Note the responses on a google doc or
notebook

● Webquest 2:
● Webquest 3:

Lesson 6: (Mini Lesson/Synchronous)
Today I am going to teach you about how the caste system was
the social structure in Ancient India and how this system still has
lasting e�ects today

● Warm Up: What does “Walk a mile in someone else’s
shoes” mean to you?

● Activity: Mini lecture about the caste system and have
students take notes in their GRAPES graphic organizer.
Next, have students read and summarize a primary
source about an untouchable in India’s caste system

● Re�ection: What stuck with you about Aryan’s and the
caste system?

Lesson 7, 8, 9: Project Ancient India (1 Week)
Today I am going to have you put together your knowledge of
Ancient India by creating a commercial

● Day 1: Create a script with a partner describing the
di�erent criteria of GRAPES

● Day 2: Record commercial on WeVideo during class
● Day 3: Spend the class period editing the footage and

attaching images to the presentation
● Day 4: Finish up and turn in

Rubric
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http://mrsmccaulla.weebly.com/ancient-india-webquest-by-mr-jarvis.html
https://drive.google.com/file/d/195nmFwQBvXZJso6bU_EYz0wsCATkLGqT/view?usp=sharing
http://zunal.com/tasks.php?w=185044
https://docs.google.com/document/d/107_pvMscyT7FYhfrHuczVtxobtGyaBzYhI5Ob-v2i1Y/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/16DWE03UXdFE95XbfMgIHMzoz3ms2QY9GALNipSipajU/edit
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Script

Bend IV: Bend IV: Ancient China
Note-Taking Graphic Organizer

Lesson 1: (Mini Lesson/Synchronous)
Today I am going to teach you to identify and locate on a map
the geographical features of China, including the Huang He
(Yellow) River, Plateau of Tibet, and Gobi Desert

● Warm up: What do you know about Ancient China, if
nothing, what are 3 things you would like to know?

● Show students the map of Ancient China:
● Make comparison to the maps of 3 other civilizations
● Add details to blank map
● Activity: Take Virtual Field Trip or Learn about the 5

Geographical Place of China. Play the China Map
interactive Game

● Respond: Why was the North China Plain the center of
Chinese civilization?

● Asynchronous: Ancient China Map Activity
Have students’ study for the Ancient China Map Quiz

Lesson 2: (Mini Lesson/Synchronous)
Today I am going to teach you to research about Daoism,
Confucianism, and Legalism of Ancient China

● Assessment: Geography map of Ancient China
● Warm up: the di�erence between religions and

philosophies
● Mini Lecture on the three di�erent Philosophies
● Activity: Students watch Video and �ll out Graphic

organizer
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https://docs.google.com/document/d/1JL176dWovtwgk3F04t341LNXbuXNmZ_JPCv_n0P0ntM/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1q2muJ7Ixm7kWZ5hC9cfzNb8MTuXI3syv3cEmm6Kq70w/edit
https://www.ilibrarian.net/history/china_geography_map.jpg
https://www.haikudeck.com/5-geographical-features-of-china-education-presentation-SA2T9NiWoT#slide5
https://www.haikudeck.com/5-geographical-features-of-china-education-presentation-SA2T9NiWoT#slide5
https://www.purposegames.com/game/geographical-features-of-china-trombley-game
https://www.purposegames.com/game/geographical-features-of-china-trombley-game
https://rvms.dcsdk12.org/UserFiles/Servers/Server_142278/File/Becky%20Carson/Ancient%20China%20-%20Map%20Activity.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Vg7fsgrKmc8
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Z7dP32pOeBSsa9tiBmEJvENHc1JhTs3G0Sew76jNaFM/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Z7dP32pOeBSsa9tiBmEJvENHc1JhTs3G0Sew76jNaFM/edit
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● Closure: Students watch clips from di�erent Disney
�lms to determine which philosophy is being
represented

Lesson 3: Project (3 Days)
Today I want to teach you about the many accomplishments of
Ancient China

● Warm up: Watch an episode of Shark Tank for students
to familiarize themselves with the process

● Activity:
● Step 1: Students will research a product from Ancient

China and �ll out a graphic organizer
● Step 2: Students will write a Shark Tank Script with a

partner.
● Step 3: Students will perform their script selling their

Ancient Chinese products.

Lesson 4: (Mini Lesson/Synchronous)
Locate and describe the origins of Chinese civilization in the
Huang-He Valley during the era of the Shang Dynasty
Assessment: Students take map quiz on Ancient China

● Warm Up: Shang Dynasty Video (8 min video, show
only up to Shang dynasty)

● -Why is this Dynasty important in starting Chinese
civilization?

● Group Work: Students will read on the civilization and
take boxes and bullets notes in their graphic organizer
under P (politics).
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https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ruRgyL2hH5rOjudAmg7ylDWJFV9yUSG2ajB-A5_NXwI/edit
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-RrAoL_PVmo&feature=emb_title
https://www.khanacademy.org/humanities/world-history/world-history-beginnings/shang-dynasty-china/a/shang-dynasty-article
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Lesson 5: (Mini Lesson/ Asynchronous)
Today we are going to explore the major dynasties of China

● Warm Up: Based upon their initial research and any
background knowledge, have students share their initial
thoughts on speci�c topics and Chinese history as a
whole. You can do this digitally

● In this next part, students take on the role of a time
traveling tourist! Students should take the Know Your
Dynasties interactive game for an overview of all of the
dynasties. Then they should select at least three people,
places, and time periods that they would like to visit.
(Assign Dynasties to groups instead so the �ndings
came be shared)

● Using The Story of China Timeline and Maps,
research your selections. Use the following prompts as a
guide for the research:

1. Which dynasties and time periods did you select?
2. Describe the events that you selected. Where did they

take place?
3. Describe the people who you selected. Where did they

live?
4. What about these events or people intrigue you?
5. What would you see if you visited at this time?

Lesson 6: (Mini Lesson/ Asynchronous)
Today I want to teach you about the economic trade route called
The Silk Road and the impacts this route had on the world

● Mini Lecture: Silk Road, BrainPop
● Activity: One-pager on Ancient China: Students create

a one page visual of the GRAPES of Ancient China-
students must include one fact and one image for each
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https://www.pbslearningmedia.org/resource/know-your-dynasties-story-of-china/know-your-dynasties-story-of-china/
https://www.pbslearningmedia.org/resource/know-your-dynasties-story-of-china/know-your-dynasties-story-of-china/
http://www.pbs.org/story-china/timeline/
http://www.pbs.org/story-china/map/#/intro
https://www.brainpop.com/socialstudies/worldhistory/silkroad/
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letter of GRAPES. Students can create a hand drawn or
digital version. Example.

Heritage
Celebrated
Month
Guide
(Cover in
all
curricular
areas

National American Indian Heritage Month
(November)

Read Aloud Options:
● An Indeginious People’s History of the United

States for Young People (Level W)
● Apple in the Middle by Dawn Quigley (Level

V)
● As Long as the River Flow by Larry Loyie (Level

U)
● THe Birchbark House by Louise Erdrich (Level

U)

● participate in critical discussions about their knowledge
of Native Americans, understanding that Native people
are part of contemporary America.

● access and gather information about Native Americans
from Websites.

● illustrate to students that Native Americans are present
in modern day American society.

○ “Today I want to teach you that readers think
about how characters whose inner story we
have access to treat characters whose inner
story we don’t have access to. Readers think
about how this relates to power and if there
are patterns across books.”

○ “Readers know that authors have chosen to
tell the story through certain perspectives and
they ask why the authors might have made this
choice. To help them think about this
question, they can consider how the story
might have been di�erent if it were told
through a di�erent perspective.”

Evidence of Learning (Assessments) Accommodations and Modi�cations
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https://www.google.com/search?q=china+one+pager+examples&source=lnms&tbm=isch&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwib5eib85TyAhXmYd8KHbqgBesQ_AUoAXoECAEQAw&biw=1309&bih=746
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Formative Assessments:

● Exit Tickets
● Notebook Checks
● Conferences
● Drafts

Summative Assessments:

● Unit Projects
● Written Analysis
● Summative tests
● SAC (Structured Academic Controversy)
● Demonstrations
● Portfolio

Benchmark Assessments:

● Initial Benchmark:  3rd Week of September
● Mid-year Benchmark: 4th Week of January
● End of year Benchmark:  Last week in May

Alternative Assessments:

● Choice Projects
● Portfolios
● Arguments Writing Assignments
● Notebook assessments
● Oral Presentations
● Socratic Seminars
● Primary Source Analysis
● Social Studies Instructional Strategies

Special Education:

● Curricular Modi�cations and Guidance for Students Educated in
Special Class Settings

● Subgroup Accommodations and Modi�cations
● Di�erentiation for All Students (Special Needs, ESL, Gifted Learners,

& Mainstream Learners)
Differentiation:

● Preview content and concepts
● Behavior management plan
● Highlight text
● Small group setting

High-Prep Differentiation:
● Alternative formative and summative assessments
● Guided Reading
● Personal agendas
● Project-based learning
● Tiered activities/assignments
● Varying organizers for instructions

Low-Prep Differentiation:
● Clubbing activities
● Exploration by interest
● Flexible groupings

English Language Learners:

● Subgroup Accommodations and Modi�cations
● Di�erentiation for All Students (Special Needs, ESL, Gifted Learners,

& Mainstream Learners)

Students at Risk for Failure:

● Subgroup Accommodations and Modi�cations
● Di�erentiation for All Students (Special Needs, ESL, Gifted Learners,

& Mainstream Learners}

Gifted and Talented

● Subgroup Accommodations and Modi�cations
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https://docs.google.com/document/d/1OEOd4BgNJYGMZJZvXwYQXAqRdYqITuxhV8k_hCik0R8/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1CojyW8KphR7mZgS-wgTxmO1y6z0uhZJwEpV5tJ_Aqk8/edit?ts=5e44465c&pli=1
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1CojyW8KphR7mZgS-wgTxmO1y6z0uhZJwEpV5tJ_Aqk8/edit?ts=5e44465c&pli=1
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B-_iTnCmF_gGRzFuemszSGJwQnl4MDdRbnB2MDRTaEtQazdN/view?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1wJLHdjzj9_VQevaM2dMkSRDpIWpb-6q7N5rfa349-sY/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1wJLHdjzj9_VQevaM2dMkSRDpIWpb-6q7N5rfa349-sY/edit?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B-_iTnCmF_gGRzFuemszSGJwQnl4MDdRbnB2MDRTaEtQazdN/view?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1wJLHdjzj9_VQevaM2dMkSRDpIWpb-6q7N5rfa349-sY/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1wJLHdjzj9_VQevaM2dMkSRDpIWpb-6q7N5rfa349-sY/edit?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B-_iTnCmF_gGRzFuemszSGJwQnl4MDdRbnB2MDRTaEtQazdN/view?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1wJLHdjzj9_VQevaM2dMkSRDpIWpb-6q7N5rfa349-sY/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1wJLHdjzj9_VQevaM2dMkSRDpIWpb-6q7N5rfa349-sY/edit?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B-_iTnCmF_gGRzFuemszSGJwQnl4MDdRbnB2MDRTaEtQazdN/view?usp=sharing
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● Di�erentiation for All Students (Special Needs, ESL, Gifted Learners,
& Mainstream Learners)

Students with 504 Plans

● Subgroup Accommodations and Modi�cation
● Di�erentiation for All Students (Special Needs, ESL, Gifted Learners,

& Mainstream Learners)

Core Instructional and Supplemental Materials
Professional Resources:

Core Instructional, Supplemental, Instructional, and
Intervention Resources

Core Professional Resources:

● Social Studies Leveled Libraries
● Clearly Social Studies McGraw-Hill Children’s Publishing,
● River Valley Societies
● Explanation of Mesopotamia
● 6th Grade - African and African American Amistad Infusion
● 6-8 Black History Resources
● Amistad Curriculum (K-12)
● Great World Religions: Buddhism by Mark W. Muesse
● Great World Religions: Hinduism by Mark W. Muesse
● Ancient India: The Gupta Empire”
● Age of Exploration and Disruption

Supplemental Professional Resources:

● Stanford History Education Group
● iCivics
● Teaching Tolerance
● Facing History and Ourselves

Core Instructional Resources:

● Our World’s Story Harcourt Brace &
Company

● Mesopotamia
● Mesopotamia by Christine Mayfiled (Level X)
● Living and Working in Ancient Mesopotamia

by Joanne Randolph (Level S)
● Ancient Mesopotamia: The Sumerians,

Baylonianas, and Assyrians by Virginia
Schomp (Level X)

● Ghosts and Poltergeists in History by Anita
Cory (Level T)

● Our World’s Story Harcourt Brace &
Company

● Ancient India by Daniel Faust (Level J)
● The Myths and Legends of India by Joanne

Randolph (Level V)
● Life in the Ancient Indus River Valley by

Hazel Richardson (Level S)
● Ancient India for Kids by Baby Professor

(Level V)
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https://docs.google.com/document/d/1wJLHdjzj9_VQevaM2dMkSRDpIWpb-6q7N5rfa349-sY/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1wJLHdjzj9_VQevaM2dMkSRDpIWpb-6q7N5rfa349-sY/edit?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B-_iTnCmF_gGRzFuemszSGJwQnl4MDdRbnB2MDRTaEtQazdN/view?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1wJLHdjzj9_VQevaM2dMkSRDpIWpb-6q7N5rfa349-sY/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1wJLHdjzj9_VQevaM2dMkSRDpIWpb-6q7N5rfa349-sY/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1JEIa3GVqldiv9d3WDsNwCM0ITyg4DlDCsl8L01-rlIg/edit?usp=sharing
https://newsela.com/text-sets/401739/resources/text-set/401739?text_set_ids=401843&collection_id=112&new_ui=true
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1rb-QreDCSyUyiThAhGQao1mSOJgyp5el4TSPg2kvlUg/edit
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1cYYOXkiwcmfq5Fu3E-QrRSDv39eCe7o7
http://www.njamistadcurriculum.net/
https://newsela.com/text-sets/407151/resources/text-set/407151?text_set_ids=401843&collection_id=112&new_ui=true
https://newsela.com/text-sets/407872/resources/text-set/407872?text_set_ids=401844&collection_id=113&new_ui=true
https://sheg.stanford.edu
https://www.icivics.org
https://www.tolerance.org/
https://www.facinghistory.org/
http://www.mesopotamia.co.uk/
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● Any appropriate grade 6 book applicable to the
unit chosen by the teacher

Supplemental Resources:

Suggested Lessons for  Di�erentiation with Small
Groups:

● Newsela
● Brainpop
● Social Studies for Kids: Ancient Civilizations
● Tools and Treasures of Ancient Mesopotamia

by Matt Doeden (Level Q)
● Mesopotamia by Phillip Steele (LEvel Q)
● The Golden Bull by Marjorie Cowley (Level

R)
● The Revenge of Ishtar Trilogy by Ludmila

Zeman (Level P)
● Taj Mahal by Elizabeth Raum (Level L)
● Ancient INdia By Allsion Lassiuer (Level S)
● Ancient India by Daud Ali (Level S)

Intervention Resources:

● Graphic Organizers
● Sca�olded Notes
● Closed Notes
● Shared Notes and slide presentations
● Study guides
● Newsela
● Brain Pop JR.
● Readworks
● CNN10

Interdisciplinary Connections Integration of Technology through NJSLS

● Create a word study word sort in Inspiration.
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https://newsela.com/
https://www.brainpop.com/
http://www.socialstudiesforkids.com/subjects/ancientcivilizations.htm
https://newsela.com/
https://jr.brainpop.com/
https://www.readworks.org/
https://edition.cnn.com/cnn10
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● Correlates to routines unit in math, rules and community units in social studies
Identify classroom routines in other subject areas: math, science, and social
studies.

● In Social Studies discuss routines in the community
● Understand what it means to “read close” in social studies, science, and foreign

language.
● O�er short, non�ction picture books and non�ction articles on science, social

studies, and foreign language related activities to encourage building background
knowledge and independent reading about topics of interest to students.

● Encourage students to respond to texts in their speci�c subject area notebooks as
they re�ect on what they have been reading.

● Highlight texts, themes, and re�ections that connect to themes related to the
Holocaust; i.e. power, bullying, empathy, and social activism.

● Listen to books on CDs, tapes, videos or podcasts if available.
● Listen to books on websites (pbskids.org/lions/index.html, storylineonline.net,

storyit.com, Elementary Connections Page)
● Use document camera or overhead projector for shared reading of texts.

Ongoing:
● Listen to books on CDs, tapes, videos or podcasts if available.
● Listen to books on websites (pbskids.org/lions/index.html, storylineonline.net,

storyit.com, Elementary Connections Page)
● Use document camera or overhead projector for shared reading of texts.
Other:
● Use Microsoft Word, Inspiration, or Smart Board Notebook software to write

the words from their word sorts.
● Use Inspiration to create a double timeline looking at plot events and character

motivation.

Integration of 21st Century Themes and Skills Media Literacy Integration

● Financial, Economic, Business, and Entrepreneurial Literacy
● Civic Literacy
● Health Literacy
● Social Justice Literacy
● Creativity and Innovation
● Critical Thinking and Problem Solving Communication and Collaboration

Information Literacy
● Media Literacy
● Life and Career Skills
● Creativity and Innovations
● Critical Thinking and Problem Solving
● Communication and Collaboration

● Ask students to look for speci�c things when they view videos or read print
material, and then ask questions about those items

● Build on the intuitive knowledge students have gained from media about the
story and character

● Clarify the distinction between �ction and non�ction in di�erent types of
media reporting on the same topic

● Use print materials to practice reading and comprehension skills
● Information Literacy

Career Education Global Perspective

● New Jersey Educational Field Trip
● Washington DC Trip
● History Based Field Trip
● Oregon Trail Webquest
● Flexibility and Adaptability
● Initiative and Self-Direction
● Social and Cross-Cultural Skills

● National Hispanic-Latino Heritage Month
● National Disability Employment Awareness Month
● National American Indian Heritage Month
● Black History Month
● National Women’s History Month,
● National Irish-American Heritage Month
● National Italian American Heritage Month
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● Productivity and Accountability
● Leadership and Responsibility

● Asian Paci�c American Heritage
● Older Americans’ Month
● Jewish American Heritage Month
● Week of Respect
● Red Ribbon Week
● International Dot Day (September 16)

Unit 4: Classical Civilization Grade: 6th

Unit Overview:
Students will discover how the geography contributed to the diverse government systems that thrived in Greece and to the rise and fall of Greece and
Rome. They will learn some of the components of direct and representative democracy that developed during Greece and Rome. Students will also learn
about the art, mythology, literature and philosophy that a�ected the culture in both Greece and Rome

NJ Student Learning Standards

6.2 World History/Global Studies: All students will acquire the knowledge and skills to think analytically and systematically about how past interactions of people, cultures, and the
environment a�ect issues across time and cultures. Such knowledge and skills enable students to make informed decisions as socially and ethically responsible world citizens in the 21st century.
Companion Standards:
Key Ideas and Details
NJSLSA.R1. Read closely to determine what the text says explicitly and to make logical inferences and relevant connections from it; cite speci�c textual evidence when writing or speaking to
support conclusions drawn from the text.
NJSLSA.R2. Determine central ideas or themes of a text and analyze their development; summarize the key supporting details and ideas.
NJSLSA.R3. Analyze how and why individuals, events, and ideas develop and interact over the course of a text.
Craft and Structure
NJSLSA.R4. Interpret words and phrases as they are used in a text, including determining technical, connotative, and �gurative meanings, and analyze how speci�c word choices shape
meaning or tone.
NJSLSA.R5. Analyze the structure of texts, including how speci�c sentences, paragraphs, and larger portions of the text (e.g., a section, chapter, scene, or stanza) relate to each other and the
whole.
NJSLSA.R6. Assess how point of view or purpose shapes the content and style of a text.
Integration of Knowledge and Ideas
NJSLSA.R7. Integrate and evaluate content presented in diverse media and formats, including visually and quantitatively, as well as in words.
NJSLSA.R8. Delineate and evaluate the argument and speci�c claims in a text, including the validity of the reasoning as well as the relevance and su�ciency of the evidence.
NJSLSA.R9. Analyze and re�ect on how two or more texts address similar themes or topics in order to build knowledge or to compare the approaches the authors take.

NJSLSA.R10. Read and comprehend complex literary and informational texts independently and pro�ciently with sca�olding as needed.
Reading History and Social Studies:
Key Ideas and Details
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RH.6-8.1. Cite speci�c textual evidence to support analysis of primary and secondary sources.
RH.6-8.2. Determine the central ideas or information of a primary or secondary source; provide an accurate summary of the source distinct from prior knowledge or opinions.
RH.6-8.3. Identify key steps in a text's description of a process related to history/social studies (e.g., how a bill becomes law, how interest rates are raised or lowered).
Craft and Structure
RH.6-8.4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including vocabulary speci�c to domains related to history/social studies.
RH.6-8.5. Describe how a text presents information (e.g., sequentially, comparatively, causally).
RH.6-8.6. Identify aspects of a text that reveal an author's point of view or purpose (e.g., loaded language, inclusion or avoidance of particular facts).
Integration of Knowledge and Ideas
RH.6-8.7. Integrate visual information (e.g., in charts, graphs, photographs, videos, or maps) with other information in print and digital texts.
RH.6-8.8. Distinguish among fact, opinion, and reasoned judgment in a text.
RH.6-8.9. Analyze the relationship between a primary and secondary source on the same topic.
Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity
RH.6-8.10.  By the end of grade 8, read and comprehend history/social studies texts in the grades 6-8 text complexity band independently and pro�ciently

Science
Determine the central ideas or conclusions of a text; provide an accurate summary of the text distinct from prior knowledge or opinions. (MS-LS1-5) RST.6-8.2

Standard 8 Computer Science
Performance Expectations:
8.1.8.IC.1  Compare the trade-offs associated with computing technologies that affect an individual's everyday activities and career options.

Standard 9 Career Readiness, Life Literacy, and Key Skills
9.2.8.CAP.2: Develop a plan that includes information about career areas of interest.

New Jersey Amistad Commission:: N.J.S.A. 18A 52:16A-88
Every board of education shall incorporate the information regarding the contributions of African-Americans to our country in an appropriate place in the curriculum of elementary and
secondary school students.

LGBT and Disabilities Law: N.J.S.A. 18A:35-4.35 A board of education shall include instruction on the political, economic, and social contributions of persons with disabilities and
lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgender people, in an appropriate place in the curriculum of middle school and high school students as part of the district’s implementation of the New Jersey
Student Learning Standards (N.J.S.A.18A:35-4.36) A board of education shall have policies and procedures in place pertaining to the selection of instructional materials to implement the
requirements of N.J.S.A. 18A:35-4.35.

Primary interdisciplinary connections: Language Arts, 21st Century Life and Careers, Science, and Technology
Suggested Activities:
Math:  Graphs comparing populations, Compare latitude and longitude lines to a line graph
Science:  Environmental Changes, study agriculture

Social Studies Standards
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Era 3. The Classical Civilizations of the Mediterranean World, India, and China (1000 BCE-600 CE)
Classical civilizations (i.e., Greece, Rome, India and China) developed and expanded into empires of unprecedented size and diversity by creating
centralized governments and promoting commerce, a common culture, and social values. Cultural exchange and di�usion dramatically increased, and
enduring world religions emerged, during the era of classical civilizations. Classical civilizations declined as a result of internal weaknesses and external
invasions, but they left lasting legacies for future civilizations.

Core Idea Performance Expectation

Governments have di�erent structures
which impact development (expansion)
and civic participation

● 6.2.8.CivicsPI.3.a: Compare and contrast the methods (i.e., autocratic rule, philosophies, and bureaucratic structures) used by
the rulers of Rome, China, and India to control and unify their expanding empires.

The principles of the United States
government are based on political
philosophies, ideas, and experiences of
earlier governments.

● 6.2.8.CivicsDP.3.a: Compare and contrast the American legal system with the legal systems of classical civilizations and
determine the extent to which these early systems in�uenced our current legal system. (e.g., Babylonian Code of Hammurabi,
Roman Justinian Code, Israelite Jewish Law).

● 6.2.8.CivicsDP.3.b: Use evidence to describe the impact of Athenian democracy and the Roman Republic on the development
of the United State Constitution.

● 6.2.8.CivicsDP.3.c: Cite evidence of the in�uence of medieval English legal and constitutional practices (i.e., the Magna Carta,
parliament, the development of habeas corpus, and an independent judiciary) on modern democratic thought and institutions.

Human rights can be protected or abused
in various societies. Governments have
protected and abused human rights (to
varying degrees)at di�erent times
throughout history.

● 6.2.8.CivicsHR.3.a: Compare and contrast the rights and responsibilities of free men, women, slaves, and foreigners in the
political, economic, and social structures of classical civilizations.

Relationship between humans and
environments impact spatial patterns of
settlement and movement

● 6.2.8.GeoPP.3.a: Use geographic models to describe how the availability of natural resources in�uenced the development of the
political, economic, and cultural systems of each of the classical civilizations and provided motivation for expansion.

● 6.2.8.GeoPP.3.b: Explain how geography and the availability of natural resources led to both the development of Greek
city-states (classical states)  and to their decline.

Economic decision making involves
setting goals, weighing costs and bene�ts,
and identifying the resources available to
achieve those goals.

● 6.2.8.EconET.3.a: Identify the e�ect of in�ation and debt on the American people. Evaluate the policies of state and national
governments during this time.
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People voluntarily exchange goods and
services when all parties expect to gain as
a result of the trade.

● 6.2.8.EconEM.3.a: Analyze the impact of expanding land and sea trade routes as well as a uniform system of exchange in the
Mediterranean World and Asia

Economic interdependence is impacted
by increased specialization and trade.

● 6.2.8.EconGE.3.a: Explain how classical civilizations used technology and innovation to enhance agricultural/ manufacturing
output and commerce, to expand military capabilities, to improve life in urban areas, and to allow for greater division of labor.

Historical events and developments are
shaped by social, political, cultural,
technological, and economic factors.

● 6.2.8.HistoryCC.3.a: Determine the extent to which religion, economic issues, and con�ict shaped the values and decisions of
the classical civilizations.

An individual’s perspective is impacted
by their background and experiences.

● 6.2.8.HistoryUP.3.a: Compare and contrast social hierarchies in classical civilizations as they relate to power, wealth, and
equality.

Perspectives change over time. ● 6.2.8.HistoryUP.3.b: Compare the status of groups in the Ancient World to those of people today and evaluate how individuals
perceived the principles of liberty and equality then and now (i.e., political, economic, and social)

Historical contexts and events shaped and
continue to shape people’s perspectives.

● 6.2.8.HistoryUP.3.c: Compare and contrast the tenets of various world religions that developed in or around this time period
(i.e., Buddhism, Christianity, Confucianism, Hinduism, Islam, Judaism, Sikhism, and Taoism), their patterns of expansion, and
their responses to the current challenges of globalization.

Historians analyze claims within sources
for perspective and validity.

● 6.2.8.HistoryCA.3.a: Evaluate the importance and enduring legacy of the major achievements of Greece, Rome, India, and
China over time.

● D6.2.8.HistoryCA.3.b: Determine common factors that contributed to the decline and fall of the Roman Empire, Gupta India,
and Han China.

9.1.8.A.1 Develop strategies to reinforce positive attitudes and productive behaviors that impact critical thinking and problem-solving skills.

9.1.8.C.2 Demonstrate the use of compromise, consensus, and community building strategies for carrying out di�erent tasks, assignments, and
projects. 

9.1.8.C.3 Model leadership skills during classroom and extra-curricular activities. 

WHST.6-8.1. Write arguments focused on discipline-speci�c content.

RH.6-8.7. Integrate visual information (e.g., in charts, graphs, photographs, videos, or maps) with other information in print and digital texts.

RH.6-8.8. Distinguish among fact, opinion, and reasoned judgment in a text.
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Unit Enduring Understandings Essential Questions

● In Greece, each city-state adopted their own government
systems, causing a divide. The systems of Monarchy allowed
rule by one king or queen. Because of tyranny, many
monarchies were overthrown. Aristocracy began, which
allowed rule by a few due to their being born into nobility.
Because of reformers, oligarchy, which is ruled by a few due to
land ownership and wealth, allowed more citizens to have a say.
Direct democracy gave more equality to the citizens. In Rome,
direct democracy evolved into representative democracy,
allowing citizens to elect leaders. The creation of the rule of
law led to a limited government and the separation of powers,
including checks and balances. 3

● Rome conquers Greece, which further spreads the Greek
culture to other kingdoms Rome adds to their empire around
the Mediterranean Sea. Eventually, agricultural, economic,
military, and political problems weaken Rome, leading to its
fall. Following the fall of Rome, government principles were
adopted in other societies and even seen today in the United
States. Mythology, literature, and philosophy became part of
Greece and Rome’s great legacy

● How did the geography a�ect the development of Greece and
Rome?

● How did the overriding government principles and systems a�ect
Greek and Roman Culture?

● Why did these classical civilizations fall and how did it impact
future societies?

● Why was art, mythology, literature, and philosophy signi�cant to
Greek and Roman Culture?

● How did Judaism and Christianity a�ect Greek and Roman
Culture?

Unit Teaching Points:

Lessons Bends Teaching Points

Bend I: ● Bend I: Greece
Ancient Greece GRAPES Graphic Organizer

Lesson 1: (Mini Lesson/Synchronous)
Today I am going to teach you about the importance of Greece’s
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diverse geography
● Warm up: view a map of Greece on Google forms - predict

how geography impacted Ancient Greeks
● Activity: Students take a virtual �eld trip through Greece

and re�ect on di�erent questions during the tour
● Re�ection: What location did you �nd the most interesting

and why?

Lesson 2: (Mini Lesson/Synchronous)
Today I am going to teach you how earlier civilizations (Minoans
and Mycenaeans) in�uenced the Ancient Greeks

● Warm up: Ancient Greece map game or Edpuzzle video on
Minoans and Mycenaeans

● Activity: Read and create a timeline with important dates
with small short summaries. Add any additional vocabulary
that you may �nd important

Lesson 3; (Mini lesson/Synchronous)
Today I am going to teach you about city states and we are going to
learn about city states and di�erent forms of Greek city states

● Warm up: “Where is the perfect place to live?”
● Activity: Video: what is a city-state?
● Students read Ducksters article on di�erent city states:
● Google form: Which city state would you like to live in?

why?

Lesson 4: (Mini Lesson/Synchronous)
Today I am going to teach you to identify and create movements for
each of the government systems in Greek city states.

● Warm Up: : If we had a class government, how would you
want it to be? Who should be in charge? Should it stay the
same it is now? What changes would you make? How
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should students be treated – equally or di�erent? Explain
your answer

● Activity: Lead students to the idea of democracy:
● The students decided to make their school a democracy, so

they elected a class President by voting for someone of their
choice.
1) Write your own de�nitions of democracy and election.
2) Write your own sentences using the words democracy
and elected.

● Asynchronous Activity: The Four Government Activity

Lesson 5: (Mini Lesson/Synchronous)
Today I am going to teach you about the city states of Athens and
Sparta

● Warm up: instruction/ mini lesson on Sparta and Athens.
● BrainPop video on Athens
● Asynchronous Activity: Choice Activity:

○ Write a diary entry from a spartan or an athenian.
○ Create a pixton comic
○ Create a paper comic
○ Make a wanted poster for people to join the

Spartan military
○ Make a campaign poster for Athenian Democracy

Lesson 6: (Mini Lesson/Synchronous)
Today I am going to teach you about the Achievements of Ancient
Greece in detail about sports, arts and mythology

● Warm up: Show students a picture of the White House
and explain how Greek architecture in�uenced architecture
around the world.

● Activity: Read the history of the Ancient Greek Olympics
here. Choose one Sport and plan a google slide to describe

Revised August 2022
Board Adopted August 30, 2021

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1-JsVbOo9pTsy2_mqO47ZmPMlfyeztVRk/view?usp=sharing
https://www.whsd.k12.pa.us/userfiles/1375/Fourth%20Gradingn%20Period/Greek%20City-States%20Reading%20and%20Questions.pdf
https://www.brainpop.com/socialstudies/elections/athens/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/z87tn39/articles/z36j7ty
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/z87tn39/articles/z36j7ty


Florham Park Social Studies

6th Grade Social Studies Curriculum

what this sport was like! Complete your Google Slide
● Assessment: complete a Venn Diagram comparing modern

and Greek Olympics

Lesson 7: (Mini Lesson/Synchronous)
Today I am going to teach you about the Greek Gods and identify
the lessons learned in multiple myths

● Warm Up: Mini lecture:
○ Intro to Greek Religion
○ De�ne Myth

● Activity: Students read the Newsela article:
○ What is a Myth

● Google Forms: De�ne myth
● Closure: Students watch the TedEd video about Pandora’s

box and identify the lessons learned through the myth

Lesson 8: (Project/ Asynchronous)
Today you’re going to create a Greek god that explains a natural
phenomenon that we experience

● Mini Lesson: Greek Myth Project
● Prep Day 1: Choose a natural phenomenon to make a

myth about
● Prep Day 2: Create a character and choose Greek gods

for your myth.
● Day 3: Outlining your myth using the story map
● Day 4: Put it all together
● Rubric

Lesson 9: (Mini Lesson/ Asynchronous)
Today I am going to teach you that the Greeks fought in many
battles

● Activity: Students read about Greek �ghting here and use
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the reading to identify
○ Peloponnesian War
○ Persian Wars
○ Hoplite
○ Trireme
○ Compare and contrast using a Venn diagram

Lesson 10: (Mini Lesson/Synchronous)
Today I am going to teach you about Alexander the Great, and we’ll
discuss if he has qualities of a hero or villain.

● Warm up: What qualities does a hero and a villain have?
● Activity: Students research if Alexander the Great is a hero

or a villain. Newsela Reading: Alexander the Great
● Assessment: Students write an Argumentative Essay: Was

Alexander the Great great?

Bend II: Bend II: Rome
Rome GRAPES Graphic Organizer

Lesson 1: (Mini Lesson/Synchronous)
Today I am going to teach you about the maps of Ancient Rome
and discuss the signi�cance of the location

● Warm up: BrainPop Video with Graphic Organizer
● Map Activity: Ancient Rome
● Re�ection: What advantages did Rome’s geographical

location have?

Lesson 2: (Mini Lesson/Synchronous)
Today I am going to teach you about the founding of Rome. Did
you know that there are two di�erent accounts of it? We are going to
read about both of them and decide for yourself

● Warm Up: If there are two di�erent stories about one
event, how do you know which story to believe?

● Activity: Have students read the di�erent accounts and �ll
out that graphic organizer. Accounts of  Rome Finding
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● Note Taking Portraits’

Lesson 3: (Mini Lesson/Asynchronous)
Today I am going to give you the opportunity to learn about
Ancient Rome's Social Structure.

● Warm up: What people do you know from Ancient Rome?
(Gladiators, Cesar…etc) Where on the social structure
pyramid do you think these people are?

● Note-Taking Activity: Webquest and create pyramid in
notebook and label and take notes

Lesson 4: (Mini Lesson/ Synchronous)
Today I am going to teach you about the Roman governments and
you will write a short explanation of the life experience of the Twelve
Tables. Your response should include both emotional and physical
feelings of the object. Imagine you are the thing!

● Warm Up: BrainPop Video with Graphic Organizer
● Note Taking Strategy: Roman Republic

Lesson 5: (Mini Lesson/Synchronous)
Today I am going to teach you about the rise and fall of the Roman
Empire

● Activity: Assign half of the class “rise” and half of the class
“fall” Students will come up with a “tweet” (social media
post on Twitter) they would have written if they were
living at that particular time during the rise and fall of
Rome. Create a twitter feed to share via padlet or google
doc

● Resources: Rise and Fall

Lesson 6: (Primary Source Analysis/Asynchronous) 2 Days
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Today I am going to teach you why Julius Caesar was assassination
and who was responsible.

● Activity: Students will read through primary sources from
di�ering perspectives on Caesar’s assassination. After each
document analysis, students should answer the following
questions.

1: Purpose:
Who wrote this source?
What is his connection to Caesar?
2: Motivation:
What evidence can you gather as to why Caesar may have been
killed?
Does this source provide detail as to who might have been involved?
3: Involvement:
On a scale from 1-10, provide a number that shows how great this
person is involved:

(1= not involved at all, 10 = extremely involved)

Lesson 7: (Argumentative Essay) 2 days
Today I am going to teach you how to defend an argument using
strong and detailed evidence

● Activity: Students write a four paragraph essay determining
who and why Julius Caesar was assassinated. Their
evidence  should come from their research using the
primary source documents.

Lesson 8: (Mini lesson/Synchronous)
Today I am going to teach you that many decisions were made that
resulted in the fall of the Roman Empire

● Warm up: Can you stop the fall of the Roman Empire?
● Activity: Students will follow along with the teacher and
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make decisions that will result in money being added to
their Emperors treasury or subtracted.

● Graphic Org
● Simulation PPT
● Choose Your Emperor
● Choose Your Treasury
● Closure: What was the hardest decision you had to make?

Heritage
Celebrate
d Month
Guide
(Cover in
all
curricular
areas

Black History Month
The Poet’s Voice: Langston Hughes and You

The Death of Jayson Porter by Jamie Adoff (level W)
Monster by Walter Dean Meyers (Level W)
Flygirl by Sherri Smith  (Level V)
Day of Tears by Julius Lester (Level V)
Streetcar to Justice by Amy Hill Hearth (Level T)
She Stood for Freedom: The Untold Story of a Civil Rights Hero,
Joan Trumpauer Mulholland (Level U)
Voice of Freedom: Fannie Lou Hamer: The Spirit of the Civil
Rights Movement (Level V)
Claudette Colvin: Twice Toward Justice  by Phillip Hoose (Level
V)

● Today I am going to teach you what is the voice of poetry and
how good poets convey distinctive, forceful, and memorable
voices in their poetry

● “Today I want to teach you that characters’ perspectives are
also shaped by their roles in the world. Therefore, as a
reader, it’s important to ask yourself, “Why did this
character act, speak, or think that way? What clues does
their role give me about why they acted that way?

● Today I am going to teach you about the unsung heroes of
the Civil Rights movement, their contribution, and why it’s
important to know them

○ The Fight For Equal Rights Video
● Today I am going to teach you about the protests of the civil

rights movement, and their journey
○ A Journey for Justice Video

● Today I am going to teach you about the impacts of the”I
Have a Dream Speech”: that MLK made, and how it shaped
the civil rights movement

○ MLK Speech
○ Abridged Version
○ Video: How did Dr. King Get Here?
○ Re�ection: Which of King’s accomplishments do

you think made the biggest impact?
○
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https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1-iYwDcoF-Y1NTZ927a1AAN-_TUPYeuMmFzf7ITzgA60/edit#slide=id.p1
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1CukvrmcfkX8Q_6EM5X8ljVOZ7m0c3SvkF3dqhlTYYN4/edit#slide=id.gdb87128726_0_9
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1Y3taDytBloI8sSIZRbdhnXjwxPkrYQSbwy6FEeKRY9o/edit#slide=id.p5
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1S9IGfgA3lhOQClPab56BTAaJuqSNxTqePWQYScJ3pH0/edit#slide=id.p18
https://edsitement.neh.gov/lesson-plans/poets-voice-langston-hughes-and-you
https://junior.scholastic.com/pages/content-hubs/the-civil-rights-movement.html
https://junior.scholastic.com/issues/2017-18/010818/50-years-after-mlk.html#TeachingResourcesComponent
https://www.npr.org/2010/01/18/122701268/i-have-a-dream-speech-in-its-entirety
https://www.gilderlehrman.org/sites/default/files/inline-pdfs/Abridged%20MLK%20Dream%20Speech_0.pdf
https://junior.scholastic.com/issues/2017-18/010818/50-years-after-mlk.html#TeachingResourcesComponent
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National
National
Women’s
History
Month,
(March)
Irish-Ame
rican
Heritage
Month
(March)

Highlighting historic females throughout history: Optional
books

● Book: Rad American Women A–Z by Kate Schatz
● Lesson Plan
● Nancy Pelosi by Arnie Jane Leavitt (Level V)
● Barbara Jordan: Congresswoman, Lawyer and

Educator by Laura Jeffery
● Do Women Make Better Senator than Men by Jill

Lawrence

Irish-American Heritage Month: Optional Books:
● Ironweed by William Kennedy
● A Tree Grows in Brooklyn by Betty Smith
● Resource

● Today I am going to teach you to read primary sources on
women’s history, and draw conclusions, evaluate themes,
and identify tones of those sources

● Today I am going to teach you about the women that hold
positions in the government and their struggles to achieve
that.

● Irish immigrants have enriched our culture and the many
hardships they faced and overcame in their homeland

● Today I am going to teach you how to explore Irish roots,
poetry, and famous foods

Evidence of Learning (Assessments) Accommodations and Modi�cations

Formative Assessments:

● Exit Ticket
● Notebook Checks
● Conferences
● Drafts

Summative Assessments:

● Unit Projects
● Written Analysis
● Summative tests
● SAC (Structured Academic Controversy)
● Demonstrations

Special Education:

● Curricular Modi�cations and Guidance for Students Educated in Special
Class Settings

● Subgroup Accommodations and Modi�cations
● Di�erentiation for All Students (Special Needs, ESL, Gifted Learners, &

Mainstream Learners)
Differentiation:

● Preview content and concepts
● Behavior management plan
● Highlight text
● Small group setting

High-Prep Differentiation:
● Alternative formative and summative assessments
● Guided Reading
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https://www.civiced.org/womenshistorymonth/downloads/Word%20Cloud%20Activity.pdf
https://irelandcalls.com/american-irish-heritage.html
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B-_iTnCmF_gGRzFuemszSGJwQnl4MDdRbnB2MDRTaEtQazdN/view?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1wJLHdjzj9_VQevaM2dMkSRDpIWpb-6q7N5rfa349-sY/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1wJLHdjzj9_VQevaM2dMkSRDpIWpb-6q7N5rfa349-sY/edit?usp=sharing
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● Portfolio

Benchmark Assessments:

● Initial Benchmark:  3rd Week of September
● Mid-year Benchmark: 4th Week of January
● End of year Benchmark:  Last week in May

Alternative Assessments:

● Choice Projects
● Portfolios
● Arguments Writing Assignments
● Notebook assessments
● Oral Presentations
● Socratic Seminars
● Primary Source Analysis
● Social Studies Instructional Strategies

● Personal agendas
● Project-based learning
● Tiered activities/assignments
● Varying organizers for instructions

Low-Prep Differentiation:
● Clubbing activities
● Exploration by interest
● Flexible groupings

English Language Learners:

● Subgroup Accommodations and Modi�cations
● Di�erentiation for All Students (Special Needs, ESL, Gifted Learners, &

Mainstream Learners)

Students at Risk for Failure:

● Subgroup Accommodations and Modi�cations
● Di�erentiation for All Students (Special Needs, ESL, Gifted Learners, &

Mainstream Learners}

Gifted and Talented

● Subgroup Accommodations and Modi�cations
● Di�erentiation for All Students (Special Needs, ESL, Gifted Learners, &

Mainstream Learners)

Students with 504 Plans

● Subgroup Accommodations and Modi�cation
● Di�erentiation for All Students (Special Needs, ESL, Gifted Learners, &

Mainstream Learners)

Core Instructional and Supplemental Materials
Professional Resources:

Core Instructional, Supplemental, Instructional, and
Intervention Resources
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https://docs.google.com/document/d/1OEOd4BgNJYGMZJZvXwYQXAqRdYqITuxhV8k_hCik0R8/edit
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B-_iTnCmF_gGRzFuemszSGJwQnl4MDdRbnB2MDRTaEtQazdN/view?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1wJLHdjzj9_VQevaM2dMkSRDpIWpb-6q7N5rfa349-sY/edit?usp=sharing
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B-_iTnCmF_gGRzFuemszSGJwQnl4MDdRbnB2MDRTaEtQazdN/view?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1wJLHdjzj9_VQevaM2dMkSRDpIWpb-6q7N5rfa349-sY/edit?usp=sharing
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https://docs.google.com/document/d/1wJLHdjzj9_VQevaM2dMkSRDpIWpb-6q7N5rfa349-sY/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1wJLHdjzj9_VQevaM2dMkSRDpIWpb-6q7N5rfa349-sY/edit?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B-_iTnCmF_gGRzFuemszSGJwQnl4MDdRbnB2MDRTaEtQazdN/view?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1wJLHdjzj9_VQevaM2dMkSRDpIWpb-6q7N5rfa349-sY/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1wJLHdjzj9_VQevaM2dMkSRDpIWpb-6q7N5rfa349-sY/edit?usp=sharing
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Core Professional Resources:

● Social Studies Leveled Libraries
● Ancient Greece
● Clearly Social Studies Grade 6 McGraw-Hill Children’s Publishing
● The atlas of the classical world: ancient Greece and ancient Rome by Piero
● 6th Grade - African and African American Amistad Infusion
● 6-8 Black History Resources
● Amistad Curriculum (K-12)

Supplemental Professional Resources:

● Stanford History Education Group
● iCivics
● Teaching Tolerance
● Facing History and Ourselves

Core Instructional Resources:

● Our World’s Story Harcourt Brace & Company
● Ancient Greece Inside Out by John Malam (Level V)
● Ancient Greece 432 BC by Wendy Conklin (Level X)
● Game On in Ancient Greece by Linda Bailey (Level W)
● Hail! Ancient Greece by Jen Green (Level U)
● Ancient Greek Government by Henry Bensinger (Level U)
● Any appropriate grade 6 book applicable to the unit chosen

by the teacher

Supplemental Resources:

Suggested Lessons for  Di�erentiation with Small Groups:
● Newsela
● Brainpop
● Kids Past: World History For Kids
● BBC Primary History
● Hard As Nails In Ancient Greece by Jamie, Tracky Turner

(Level S)
● A Kid’s Life in Ancient Greece by Sarah Machajewskii (Level

N)
● You Wouldn’t Want to be a Slave In Ancient Greece by Fiona

MacDonald (Level R)
● Where is the Parthenon by Roberta Edwards (Level S)

Intervention Resources:

● Graphic Organizers
● Sca�olded Notes
● Closed Notes
● Shared Notes and slide presentations
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https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1JEIa3GVqldiv9d3WDsNwCM0ITyg4DlDCsl8L01-rlIg/edit?usp=sharing
https://newsela.com/text-sets/407170/resources/text-set/407170?text_set_ids=401843&collection_id=112&new_ui=true
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1rb-QreDCSyUyiThAhGQao1mSOJgyp5el4TSPg2kvlUg/edit
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1cYYOXkiwcmfq5Fu3E-QrRSDv39eCe7o7
http://www.njamistadcurriculum.net/
https://sheg.stanford.edu
https://www.icivics.org
https://www.tolerance.org/
https://www.facinghistory.org/
https://newsela.com/
https://www.brainpop.com/
http://www.kidspast.com/world-history/index.php
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● Study guides
● Newsela
● Brain Pop JR.
● Readworks
● CNN10

Interdisciplinary Connections Integration of Technology through NJSLS

● Correlates to routines unit in math, rules and community units in social studies
Identify classroom routines in other subject areas: math, science, and social
studies.

● In Social Studies discuss routines in the community
● Understand what it means to “read close” in social studies, science, and foreign

language.
● O�er short, non�ction picture books and non�ction articles on science, social

studies, and foreign language related activities to encourage building background
knowledge and independent reading about topics of interest to students.

● Encourage students to respond to texts in their speci�c subject area notebooks as
they re�ect on what they have been reading.

● Highlight texts, themes, and re�ections that connect to themes related to the
Holocaust; i.e. power, bullying, empathy, and social activism.

● Create a word study word sort in Inspiration.
● Listen to books on CDs, tapes, videos or podcasts if available.
● Listen to books on websites (pbskids.org/lions/index.html, storylineonline.net,

storyit.com, Elementary Connections Page)
● Use document camera or overhead projector for shared reading of texts.

Ongoing:
● Listen to books on CDs, tapes, videos or podcasts if available.
● Listen to books on websites (pbskids.org/lions/index.html, storylineonline.net,

storyit.com, Elementary Connections Page)
● Use document camera or overhead projector for shared reading of texts.
Other:
● Use Microsoft Word, Inspiration, or Smart Board Notebook software to write the

words from their word sorts.
● Use Inspiration to create a double timeline looking at plot events and character

motivation.

Integration of 21st Century Themes and Skills Media Literacy Integration

● Financial, Economic, Business, and Entrepreneurial Literacy
● Civic Literacy
● Health Literacy
● Social Justice Literacy
● Creativity and Innovation
● Critical Thinking and Problem Solving Communication and Collaboration

Information Literacy
● Media Literacy
● Life and Career Skills

● Ask students to look for speci�c things when they view videos or read print
material, and then ask questions about those items

● Build on the intuitive knowledge students have gained from media about the story
and character

● Clarify the distinction between �ction and non�ction in di�erent types of media
reporting on the same topic

● Use print materials to practice reading and comprehension skills
● Information Literacy
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● Creativity and Innovations
● Critical Thinking and Problem Solving
● Communication and Collaboration

Career Education Global Perspective

● New Jersey Educational Field Trip
● Washington DC Trip
● History Based Field Trip
● Oregon Trail Webquest
● Flexibility and Adaptability
● Initiative and Self-Direction
● Social and Cross-Cultural Skills
● Productivity and Accountability
● Leadership and Responsibility

● National Hispanic-Latino Heritage Month
● National Disability Employment Awareness Month
● National American Indian Heritage Month
● Black History Month
● National Women’s History Month,
● National Irish-American Heritage Month
● National Italian American Heritage Month
● Asian Paci�c American Heritage
● Older Americans’ Month
● Jewish American Heritage Month
● Week of Respect
● Red Ribbon Week
● International Dot Day (September 16)

Unit 5: Ancient Africa Grade: 6th

Unit Overview:
Students will begin the unit about ancient Africa by exploring the diverse physical geography of the continent of Africa and its impact on the Bantu
migrations. After examining the cultural characteristics of the Bantu people, students will learn about the trading kingdoms of the West African
savanna. After investigating the kingdoms in the savanna, students will move onto the West African rain forest kingdoms. Students will illustrate how
the geography of these two places a�ected their history and culture. Finally, students will explore East Africa’s trading centers and discover how and why
the coastal cities of East Africa were important.

Investigating the history of ancient Africa gives students important background information for understanding the role of Africa during the age of
navigation and colonial expansion. A focus on the importance of trade, geography, resources, and religion sets the stage for students to recognize Africa’s
signi�cance to the progression of events and outcomes in later history.

This unit will examine the culture of sub-Saharan Africa while explaining the signi�cance of the religion of Islam throughout Africa
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NJ Student Learning Standards

6.2 World History/Global Studies: All students will acquire the knowledge and skills to think analytically and systematically about how past interactions of people, cultures, and the
environment a�ect issues across time and cultures. Such knowledge and skills enable students to make informed decisions as socially and ethically responsible world citizens in the 21st
century.
Companion Standards:
Key Ideas and Details
NJSLSA.R1. Read closely to determine what the text says explicitly and to make logical inferences and relevant connections from it; cite speci�c textual evidence when writing or speaking to
support conclusions drawn from the text.
NJSLSA.R2. Determine central ideas or themes of a text and analyze their development; summarize the key supporting details and ideas.
NJSLSA.R3. Analyze how and why individuals, events, and ideas develop and interact over the course of a text.
Craft and Structure
NJSLSA.R4. Interpret words and phrases as they are used in a text, including determining technical, connotative, and �gurative meanings, and analyze how speci�c word choices shape
meaning or tone.
NJSLSA.R5. Analyze the structure of texts, including how speci�c sentences, paragraphs, and larger portions of the text (e.g., a section, chapter, scene, or stanza) relate to each other and the
whole.
NJSLSA.R6. Assess how point of view or purpose shapes the content and style of a text.
Integration of Knowledge and Ideas
NJSLSA.R7. Integrate and evaluate content presented in diverse media and formats, including visually and quantitatively, as well as in words.
NJSLSA.R8. Delineate and evaluate the argument and speci�c claims in a text, including the validity of the reasoning as well as the relevance and su�ciency of the evidence.
NJSLSA.R9. Analyze and re�ect on how two or more texts address similar themes or topics in order to build knowledge or to compare the approaches the authors take.

NJSLSA.R10. Read and comprehend complex literary and informational texts independently and pro�ciently with sca�olding as needed.
Reading History and Social Studies:
Key Ideas and Details
RH.6-8.1. Cite speci�c textual evidence to support analysis of primary and secondary sources.
RH.6-8.2. Determine the central ideas or information of a primary or secondary source; provide an accurate summary of the source distinct from prior knowledge or opinions.
RH.6-8.3. Identify key steps in a text's description of a process related to history/social studies (e.g., how a bill becomes law, how interest rates are raised or lowered).
Craft and Structure
RH.6-8.4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including vocabulary speci�c to domains related to history/social studies.
RH.6-8.5. Describe how a text presents information (e.g., sequentially, comparatively, causally).
RH.6-8.6. Identify aspects of a text that reveal an author's point of view or purpose (e.g., loaded language, inclusion or avoidance of particular facts).
Integration of Knowledge and Ideas
RH.6-8.7. Integrate visual information (e.g., in charts, graphs, photographs, videos, or maps) with other information in print and digital texts.
RH.6-8.8. Distinguish among fact, opinion, and reasoned judgment in a text.
RH.6-8.9. Analyze the relationship between a primary and secondary source on the same topic.
Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity
RH.6-8.10.  By the end of grade 8, read and comprehend history/social studies texts in the grades 6-8 text complexity band independently and pro�ciently

Science
Determine the central ideas or conclusions of a text; provide an accurate summary of the text distinct from prior knowledge or opinions. (MS-LS1-5) RST.6-8.2
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http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RH/6-8/1/
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Standard 8 Computer Science
Performance Expectations:
8.1.8.IC.1  Compare the trade-offs associated with computing technologies that affect an individual's everyday activities and career options.

Standard 9 Career Readiness, Life Literacy, and Key Skills
9.2.8.CAP.2: Develop a plan that includes information about career areas of interest.
.

New Jersey Amistad Commission:: N.J.S.A. 18A 52:16A-88
Every board of education shall incorporate the information regarding the contributions of African-Americans to our country in an appropriate place in the curriculum of elementary and
secondary school students.

LGBT and Disabilities Law: N.J.S.A. 18A:35-4.35 A board of education shall include instruction on the political, economic, and social contributions of persons with disabilities and
lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgender people, in an appropriate place in the curriculum of middle school and high school students as part of the district’s implementation of the New Jersey
Student Learning Standards (N.J.S.A.18A:35-4.36) A board of education shall have policies and procedures in place pertaining to the selection of instructional materials to implement the
requirements of N.J.S.A. 18A:35-4.35.

Primary interdisciplinary connections: Language Arts, 21st Century Life and Careers, Science, and Technology
Suggested Activities:
Math:  Graphs comparing populations, Compare latitude and longitude lines to a line graph
Science:  Environmental Changes, study agriculture

Social Studies Standards

6.2 World History/ Global Studies by the end of Grade 8
Era 4. Expanding Exchanges and Encounters (500 CE-1450 CE)
The emergence of empires (i.e., Asia, Africa, Europe and the Americas) resulted from the promotion of interregional trade, cultural exchanges, new
technologies, urbanization, and centralized political organization. The rise and spread of new belief systems uni�ed societies, but they also became a
major source of tension and con�ict. While commercial and agricultural improvements created new wealth and opportunities for the empires, most
people’s daily lives remained unchanged.

Core Idea Performance Expectations

Political and civil institutions impact all
aspects of people’s lives

● 6.2.8.CivicsPI.4.a: Analyze the role of religion and other means rulers used to unify and centrally govern expanding territories
with diverse populations.
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The principles of the United States
government are based on political
philosophies, ideas, and experiences of
earlier governments.

● 6.2.8.CivicsDP.4.a: Cite evidence of the in�uence of medieval English legal and constitutional practices on modern
democratic thought and institutions (i.e., the Magna Carta, parliament, the development of habeas corpus, and an
independent judiciary)

Cultural patterns and economic decisions
in�uence environments and the daily lives
of people in both nearby and distant places.

● 6.2.8.GeoHE.4.a: Explain how geography in�uenced the development of the political, economic, and cultural centers of each
empire as well as the empires’ relationships with other parts of the world. 

The di�usion of ideas and cultural practices
are impacted by the movement of people
and advancements in transportation,
communication, and technology

● 6.2.8.GeoHE.4.a:Explain why the Arabian Peninsula’s physical features and location made it the epicenter of Afro-Eurasian
trade and fostered the spread of Islam into Africa, Europe, and Asia.

● 6.2.8.Geo.HE.4.b: Assess how maritime and overland trade routes (i.e., the African caravan and Silk Road) impacted
urbanization, transportation, communication, and the development of international trade centers. 

● 6.2.8.GeoHE.4.c: Use maps to show how the interaction between the Islamic world and medieval Europe increased trade,
enhanced technology innovation and impacted science, thought and the arts.

The environmental characteristics of places
and production of goods in�uences the
spatial patterns of world trade.

● 6.2.8.GeoGI.4.a: Determine how Africa’s physical geography and natural resources presented challenges and opportunities
for trade, development, and the spread of religion.

The physical and human characteristics of
places and regions are connected to human
identities and cultures.

● 6.2.8.GeoHE.4.b: Use geographic models to determine the impact of environmental modi�cations made by earlier
civilizations on the current day environmental challenges.

● 6.2.8.GeoHE.4.c: Explain how the geographies and climates of Asia, Africa, Europe, and the Americas in�uenced their
economic development and interaction or isolation with other societies

Economic interdependence is impacted by
increased specialization and trade.

● 6.2.8.GeoSV.4.a: Analyze the immediate and long-term impact on China and Europe of the open exchange between Europe
and the Yuan (Mongol) Dynasty

The production and consumption of goods
and services in�uence economic growth,
well-being and quality of life.

● 6.2.8.EconNE.4.a: Compare and contrast the Japanese and European systems of feudalism and the e�ectiveness of each in
promoting social, economic, and political order.
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Historical events may have single, multiple,
direct and indirect causes and e�ects.

● 6.2.8.HistoryCC.4.a: Determine which events led to the rise and eventual decline of European feudalism.
● 6.2.8.HistoryCC.4.b: Explain how and why the interrelationships among improved agricultural production, population

growth, urbanization, and commercialization led to the rise of powerful states and kingdoms (i.e., Europe, Asia, Americas)

Historical events and developments are
shaped by social, political, cultural,
technological, and economic factors.

● 6.2.8.HistoryCC.4.c: Assess the demographic, economic, and religious impact of the plague on Europe.
● 6.2.8.HistoryCC.4.d: Analyze the causes and outcomes of the Crusades from di�erent perspectives, including the

perspectives of European political and religious leaders, the crusaders, Jews, Muslims, and traders.
● 6.2.8.HistoryCC.4.e: Determine the extent to which the Byzantine Empire in�uenced the Islamic world and western Europe.
● 6.2.8.HistoryCC.4.f: Analyze the role of religion and economics in shaping each empire’s social hierarchy and evaluate the

impact these hierarchical structures had on the lives of various groups of people.
● 6.2.8.HistoryCC.4.g: Evaluate the importance and enduring legacy of the major achievements of the people living Asia,

Africa (Islam), Europe and the Americas over time.

9.1.8.A.1 Develop strategies to reinforce positive attitudes and productive behaviors that impact critical thinking and problem-solving skills.

9.1.8.C.2 Demonstrate the use of compromise, consensus, and community building strategies for carrying out di�erent tasks, assignments, and
projects. 

9.1.8.C.3 Model leadership skills during classroom and extra-curricular activities. 

WHST.6-8.2. Write informative/explanatory texts, including the narration of historical events, scienti�c procedures/ experiments, or technical processes

RH.6-8.7. Integrate visual information (e.g., in charts, graphs, photographs, videos, or maps) with other information in print and digital texts.

Unit Enduring Understandings Essential Questions

● Both sea and land trade routes led to the development of urbanized centers,
impacted communication, spread religion, and increased transportation abilities.

● Both Christianity and Islam �ourished in Africa and were both a�ected by physical
geography.

● Trade was a�ected by physical geography.
● Powerful trading kingdoms in the west savanna rose and fell during a period of

hundreds of years.
● Cities in ancient Africa grew in size and grew rich from trade with other lands for

valuable African resources such as gold and salt

● What are the consequences of technology?
● What should governments do?
● How much does geography a�ect people’s lives?
● How are religion and culture connected?
● How do physical geography, human geography, and the human

environment interact to in�uence or determine the
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development of cultures, societies,
and nations?

Unit Teaching Points:

Bends Topics Lessons

Bend I: Bend I: Religion and Trade
Ancient Africa GRAPES Graphic Org

Lesson 1: (Mini Lesson/Synchronous)
Today I am giong to teach you about Trans-Saharan
caravan trade and how that lead to the spread of Islam in
Africa

● Warm up-Observation on the Map of Ancient
Africa

● Reading on Spread of Islam
● Reading Trans-Saharan caravan
● Activity: Create a cause and e�ect chart of the

two events

Lesson 2: (Mini Lesson/Synchronous)
Today I am going to teach you about the sub saharan trade
route and we will evaluate their routes.

● Activity: Create a map that shows important
routes through Africa.

● Color coordinate and use a key. Routes should
include Trans-Saharan caravan trade and the

● spread of Islam. Include items traded at the
di�erent areas of the Trans-Saharan trade routes.

Lesson 3: (Mini lesson/Synchronous)
Today I am going to teach you about the expansion of the
Muslim rule in Africa.
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● Warm up: Mini lecture on Islam
● Activity: Students will create a simple timeline

that highlights the origin, spread, and signi�cant
expansion of the Muslim rule in Africa. Their
timeline would include Prophet Muhammad
being born in Asia and his death; as well as the
Berber traders in Africa spreading the religion. It
would also include the African kings converting
to Islam, adding Muslim government o�cials,
and using the language of Arabic in government.

● Ancient Africa for Kids site
● Closure: Video: How did Islam help the East

coast of Africa develop?

Lesson 4: (Mini Lesson/Synchronous)
Today I am going to teach you about the spread of Islam.

● Warm up: PBS video and reading
● Activity: Break up in groups. Muslim scholars

made lasting contributions to the �elds of science
and philosophy. In literature and the arts, Muslim
achievements included beautiful poetry,
memorable short stories, and splendid
architecture.

● Students will research the contributions and
people and present them on a digital presentation

● Groups will explain and analyze that impact of
Islam.. Each group’s work will be put together to
analyze the impact

Bend II: Bend II: Sub-Saharan Culture Lesson 1: (Mini Lesson/Synchronous) 1 week
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Today I am going to teach you about the African
Civilization , and compare and contrast your �ndings

● Warm up: What do you like to highlight on your
social media pages? How does it represent who
you are?

● Activity: Students will create a “Facebook” pro�le
of a selected African Civilization (Ghana, Mali,
Zimbabwe, or Kongo) and/or create status
updates. Students will include written
information and pictures about the culture and
advancements of their selected civilization in their
pro�le.

● Students will view one another’s pro�le and post
comments that compare and contrast their
selected civilization to one another’s civilizations.
Students must view and comment on all African
civilizations.

Resources: Ancient Africa
Readings on Civilization:

Lesson 2: (Mini Lesson/Synchronous)
Engaging Scenario (An Engaging Scenario is a culminating
activity that includes the following components: situation,
challenge, speci�c roles, audience, product or
performance.)

Give students the scenario that they are an African trader
from either Ghana, Mali, Great Zimbabwe, or Kongo.
Decide: PPT Template
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● What goods would you have a supply of?
● What goods would be in demand?
● What beliefs would you have to share?
● What government ideas would you have to share?
● What advancements have your civilization made

to share? Create props or pictures of each.
Simulate trade.

● Discuss how cultural di�usion worked
● Create a digital presentation

Lesson 3: (Mini Lesson/Asynchronous)
Today I am going to teach you how to create a Bento Box
about Ancient African culture.

● Warm up: Mini lecture on Bento Boxes; show
TikToks and then explain the project using these
images and resources

● Activity: Students take a picture of their Bento
Box at home. In class, they write about why each
item in their Bento Box is signi�cant and
represents Ancient Africa. Template

Heritage Month
Celebration

Asian Paci�c American Heritage:Understanding the
crea
Possible Read Alouds:

● Resources

● Japanese Kites Collection
Read Alouds
The Night Diary by Veera Hiranandani (Level V)
Ahimsa by Supriya Kelkar (Level V)

● Today I am going to teach you to explore art and
history of Asian Paci�c  American Heritage
Month

● Today I am going to teach you to explore the
signi�cance of kites in Japanese culture

● Understand aspects of Asian Paci�c history,
immigration, and cultural stories.

● Understand concepts of people, place, resources
and economic activities
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Hello Universe by Isavel Roxas (Level S)THe HOuse
The That Lou Built by Mae Respicio (Level T)

Evidence of Learning (Assessments) Accommodations and Modi�cations

Formative Assessments:

● Exit Tickets
● Notebook Checks
● Conferences
● Drafts

Summative Assessments:

● Unit Projects
● Written Analysis
● Summative tests
● SAC (Structured Academic Controversy)
● Demonstrations
● Portfolio

Benchmark Assessments:

● Initial Benchmark:  3rd Week of September
● Mid-year Benchmark: 4th Week of January
● End of year Benchmark:  Last week in May

Alternative Assessments:

● Choice Projects
● Portfolios
● Arguments Writing Assignments
● Notebook assessments

Special Education:

● Curricular Modi�cations and Guidance for Students Educated in
Special Class Settings

● Subgroup Accommodations and Modi�cations
● Di�erentiation for All Students (Special Needs, ESL, Gifted Learners,

& Mainstream Learners)
Differentiation:

● Preview content and concepts
● Behavior management plan
● Highlight text
● Small group setting

High-Prep Differentiation:
● Alternative formative and summative assessments
● Guided Reading
● Personal agendas
● Project-based learning
● Tiered activities/assignments
● Varying organizers for instructions

Low-Prep Differentiation:
● Clubbing activities
● Exploration by interest
● Flexible groupings

English Language Learners:

● Subgroup Accommodations and Modi�cations
● Di�erentiation for All Students (Special Needs, ESL, Gifted Learners,

& Mainstream Learners)
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● Oral Presentations
● Socratic Seminars
● Primary Source Analysis
● Social Studies Instructional Strategies

Students at Risk for Failure:

● Subgroup Accommodations and Modi�cations
● Di�erentiation for All Students (Special Needs, ESL, Gifted Learners,

& Mainstream Learners}

Gifted and Talented

● Subgroup Accommodations and Modi�cations
● Di�erentiation for All Students (Special Needs, ESL, Gifted Learners,

& Mainstream Learners)

Students with 504 Plans

● Subgroup Accommodations and Modi�cation
● Di�erentiation for All Students (Special Needs, ESL, Gifted Learners,

& Mainstream Learners)

Core Instructional and Supplemental Materials
Professional Resources:

Core Instructional, Supplemental, Instructional, and
Intervention Resources

Core Professional Resources:

● Social Studies Leveled Libraries
● The Nile Valley
● National African American History Museum:
● Clearly Social Studies McGraw-Hill Children’s Publishing
● 6th Grade - African and African American Amistad Infusion
● 6-8 Black History Resources
● Amistad Curriculum (K-12)

Supplemental Professional Resources:

Core Instructional Resources:

● Our World’s Story Harcourt Brace & Company
● Africa
● Ancient African Civilizations: Kush and Axum by

Tanely Burstein (Level X)
● Ancient Nubia: African Kingdoms on the Nile (Level

W)
● The Ancient Kingdoms of Africa: The History and

Legacy of the African Continent’s Most Prominent
Kingdoms in Antiquity (Level W)

Revised August 2022
Board Adopted August 30, 2021

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1OEOd4BgNJYGMZJZvXwYQXAqRdYqITuxhV8k_hCik0R8/edit
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B-_iTnCmF_gGRzFuemszSGJwQnl4MDdRbnB2MDRTaEtQazdN/view?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1wJLHdjzj9_VQevaM2dMkSRDpIWpb-6q7N5rfa349-sY/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1wJLHdjzj9_VQevaM2dMkSRDpIWpb-6q7N5rfa349-sY/edit?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B-_iTnCmF_gGRzFuemszSGJwQnl4MDdRbnB2MDRTaEtQazdN/view?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1wJLHdjzj9_VQevaM2dMkSRDpIWpb-6q7N5rfa349-sY/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1wJLHdjzj9_VQevaM2dMkSRDpIWpb-6q7N5rfa349-sY/edit?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B-_iTnCmF_gGRzFuemszSGJwQnl4MDdRbnB2MDRTaEtQazdN/view?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1wJLHdjzj9_VQevaM2dMkSRDpIWpb-6q7N5rfa349-sY/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1wJLHdjzj9_VQevaM2dMkSRDpIWpb-6q7N5rfa349-sY/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1JEIa3GVqldiv9d3WDsNwCM0ITyg4DlDCsl8L01-rlIg/edit?usp=sharing
https://newsela.com/text-sets/407137/resources/text-set/407137?text_set_ids=401843&collection_id=112&new_ui=true
https://nmaahc.si.edu/
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1rb-QreDCSyUyiThAhGQao1mSOJgyp5el4TSPg2kvlUg/edit
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1cYYOXkiwcmfq5Fu3E-QrRSDv39eCe7o7
http://www.njamistadcurriculum.net/
http://www.42explore2.com/africa.htm


Florham Park Social Studies

6th Grade Social Studies Curriculum

● Stanford History Education Group
● iCivics
● Teaching Tolerance
● Facing History and Ourselves

● Any appropriate grade 6  book applicable to the unit
chosen by the teacher

Supplemental Resources:

Suggested Lessons for  Di�erentiation with Small Groups:
● Newsela
● Brainpop
● Sub- Saharan Africa by Lisa Zamosky (Level R)
● The Royal Kingdoms of Ghana. Mali, and Songhay:

LIfe in Medieval Africa by Patricia McKissack and
Fredrick McKissack (Level S)

● BBC History for Kids
● History for Kids
● Black History: Kids Edition by Stephen Jones, Sr

Intervention Resources:

● Graphic Organizers
● Sca�olded Notes
● Closed Notes
● Shared Notes and slide presentations
● Study guides
● Newsela
● Brain Pop JR.
● Readworks
● CNN10

Interdisciplinary Connections Integration of Technology through NJSLS

● Correlates to routines unit in math, rules and community units in social studies
Identify classroom routines in other subject areas: math, science, and social studies.

● In Social Studies discuss routines in the community
● Understand what it means to “read close” in social studies, science, and foreign

language.

● Create a word study word sort in Inspiration.
● Listen to books on CDs, tapes, videos or podcasts if available.
● Listen to books on websites (pbskids.org/lions/index.html,

storylineonline.net, storyit.com, Elementary Connections Page)
● Use document camera or overhead projector for shared reading of texts.

Ongoing:
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● O�er short, non�ction picture books and non�ction articles on science, social
studies, and foreign language related activities to encourage building background
knowledge and independent reading about topics of interest to students.

● Encourage students to respond to texts in their speci�c subject area notebooks as
they re�ect on what they have been reading

● Highlight texts, themes, and re�ections that connect to themes related to the
Holocaust; i.e. power, bullying, empathy, and social activism

● Listen to books on CDs, tapes, videos or podcasts if available.
● Listen to books on websites (pbskids.org/lions/index.html,

storylineonline.net, storyit.com, Elementary Connections Page)
● Use document camera or overhead projector for shared reading of texts
Other:
● Use Microsoft Word, Inspiration, or Smart Board Notebook software to write

the words from their word sorts.
● Use Inspiration to create a double timeline looking at plot events and

character motivation.

Integration of 21st Century Themes and Skills Media Literacy Integration

● Financial, Economic, Business, and Entrepreneurial Literacy
● Civic Literacy
● Health Literacy
● Social Justice Literacy
● Creativity and Innovation
● Critical Thinking and Problem Solving Communication and Collaboration

Information Literacy
● Media Literacy
● Life and Career Skills
● Creativity and Innovations
● Critical Thinking and Problem Solving
● Communication and Collaboration

● Ask students to look for speci�c things when they view videos or read print
material, and then ask questions about those items

● Build on the intuitive knowledge students have gained from media about the
story and character

● Clarify the distinction between �ction and non�ction in di�erent types of
media reporting on the same topic

● Use print materials to practice reading and comprehension skills
● Information Literacy

Career Education Global Perspective

● New Jersey Educational Field Trip
● Washington DC Trip
● History Based Field Trip
● Oregon Trail Webquest
● Flexibility and Adaptability
● Initiative and Self-Direction
● Social and Cross-Cultural Skills
● Productivity and Accountability
● Leadership and Responsibility

● National Hispanic-Latino Heritage Month
● National Disability Employment Awareness Month
● National American Indian Heritage Month
● Black History Month
● National Women’s History Month,
● National Irish-American Heritage Month
● National Italian American Heritage Month
● Asian Paci�c American Heritage
● Older Americans’ Month
● Jewish American Heritage Month
● Week of Respect
● Red Ribbon Week

Revised August 2022
Board Adopted August 30, 2021

https://www.thehomeschoolmom.com/homeschooling-in-new-jersey/field-trips/


Florham Park Social Studies

6th Grade Social Studies Curriculum

● International Dot Day (September 16)

Unit 5: Holcaust Studies: Responses to the Holocaust. Grade: 6th

Unit Overview:
In this unit students focus on how groups responded to Nazi violations of human rights. Using materials from Facing History in Ourselves
student’s read case studies and identify choices made by perpetrators, bystanders, upstanders and rescuers.  This unit culminates in a student
research project on individuals and groups who helped victims of the Holocaust.
It is essential that the students see the roots and consequences of prejudice, discrimination, racism, and stereotyping.

NJ Student Learning Standards

Companion Standards:
Key Ideas and Details
NJSLSA.R1. Read closely to determine what the text says explicitly and to make logical inferences and relevant connections from it; cite speci�c textual evidence when writing or
speaking to support conclusions drawn from the text.
NJSLSA.R2. Determine central ideas or themes of a text and analyze their development; summarize the key supporting details and ideas.
NJSLSA.R3. Analyze how and why individuals, events, and ideas develop and interact over the course of a text.
Craft and Structure
NJSLSA.R4. Interpret words and phrases as they are used in a text, including determining technical, connotative, and �gurative meanings, and analyze how speci�c word choices
shape meaning or tone.
NJSLSA.R5. Analyze the structure of texts, including how speci�c sentences, paragraphs, and larger portions of the text (e.g., a section, chapter, scene, or stanza) relate to each
other and the whole.
NJSLSA.R6. Assess how point of view or purpose shapes the content and style of a text.
Integration of Knowledge and Ideas
NJSLSA.R7. Integrate and evaluate content presented in diverse media and formats, including visually and quantitatively, as well as in words.
NJSLSA.R8. Delineate and evaluate the argument and speci�c claims in a text, including the validity of the reasoning as well as the relevance and su�ciency of the evidence.
NJSLSA.R9. Analyze and re�ect on how two or more texts address similar themes or topics in order to build knowledge or to compare the approaches the authors take.

NJSLSA.R10. Read and comprehend complex literary and informational texts independently and pro�ciently with sca�olding as needed.
Reading History and Social Studies:
Key Ideas and Details
RH.6-8.1. Cite speci�c textual evidence to support analysis of primary and secondary sources.
RH.6-8.2. Determine the central ideas or information of a primary or secondary source; provide an accurate summary of the source distinct from prior knowledge or opinions.
RH.6-8.3. Identify key steps in a text's description of a process related to history/social studies (e.g., how a bill becomes law, how interest rates are raised or lowered).
Craft and Structure
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RH.6-8.4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including vocabulary speci�c to domains related to history/social studies.
RH.6-8.5. Describe how a text presents information (e.g., sequentially, comparatively, causally).
RH.6-8.6. Identify aspects of a text that reveal an author's point of view or purpose (e.g., loaded language, inclusion or avoidance of particular facts).
Integration of Knowledge and Ideas
RH.6-8.7. Integrate visual information (e.g., in charts, graphs, photographs, videos, or maps) with other information in print and digital texts.
RH.6-8.8. Distinguish among fact, opinion, and reasoned judgment in a text.
RH.6-8.9. Analyze the relationship between a primary and secondary source on the same topic.
Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity
RH.6-8.10.  By the end of grade 8, read and comprehend history/social studies texts in the grades 6-8 text complexity band independently and pro�ciently

Science
Determine the central ideas or conclusions of a text; provide an accurate summary of the text distinct from prior knowledge or opinions. (MS-LS1-5) RST.6-8.2

Standard 8 Computer Science
Performance Expectations:
8.1.8.IC.1  Compare the trade-offs associated with computing technologies that affect an individual's everyday activities and career options.

Standard 9 Career Readiness, Life Literacy, and Key Skills
9.2.8.CAP.2: Develop a plan that includes information about career areas of interest.

New Jersey Amistad Commission:: N.J.S.A. 18A 52:16A-88
Every board of education shall incorporate the information regarding the contributions of African-Americans to our country in an appropriate place in the curriculum of
elementary and secondary school students.

LGBT and Disabilities Law: N.J.S.A. 18A:35-4.35 A board of education shall include instruction on the political, economic, and social contributions of persons with
disabilities and lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgender people, in an appropriate place in the curriculum of middle school and high school students as part of the district’s
implementation of the New Jersey Student Learning Standards (N.J.S.A.18A:35-4.36) A board of education shall have policies and procedures in place pertaining to the selection
of instructional materials to implement the requirements of N.J.S.A. 18A:35-4.35.

Holocaust Law: N.J.S.A. 18A:35-28 Every board of education shall include instruction on the Holocaust and genocides in an appropriate place in the curriculum of all
elementary and secondary school pupils. The instruction shall further emphasize the personal responsibility that each citizen bears to �ght racism and hatred whenever and
wherever it happens.

Primary interdisciplinary connections: Language Arts, 21st Century Life and Careers, Science, and Technology
Suggested Activities:
Math:  Graphs comparing populations, Compare latitude and longitude lines to a line graph
Science:  Environmental Changes, study agriculture

Social Studies Standards
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Standards By the end of grade 8
6.1 U.S. History: America in the World: All students will acquire the knowledge and skills to think analytically about how past and present interactions of people, cultures, and
the environment shape the American heritage. Such knowledge and skills enable students to make informed decisions that re�ect fundamental rights and core democratic values as
productive citizens in local, national, and global communities
6.2 World History/Global Studies: All students will acquire the knowledge and skills to think analytically and systematically about how past interactions of people, cultures, and
the environment a�ect issues across time and cultures. Such knowledge and skills enable students to make informed decisions as socially and ethically responsible world citizens in
the 21st century.

Core Idea Performance Expectations

Governments around the world support
universal human rights to varying
degrees.

● 6.1.12.CivicsHR.11.a: Assess the responses of the United States and other nations to the violation of human rights
that occurred during the Holocaust and other genocides.

● 6.1.12.CivicsHR.11.b: Explain the reasons for the creation of the United Nations, the Universal Declaration of
Human Rights, and evaluate the e�ectiveness of United Nations' human rights policies and the commitment of
the United States to them.

To better understand the historical
perspective, one must consider
historical context.

● 6.1.12.HistoryCC.11.d: Compare the varying perspectives of victims, survivors, bystanders, rescuers, and
perpetrators during the Holocaust.

By the end of grade 8: 6.3 Active Citizenship in the 21st Century: All students will acquire the skills needed to be active, informed citizens who value diversity and
promote cultural understanding by working collaboratively to address the challenges that are inherent in living in an interconnected world

Core Idea Performance Expectations

Civics, Government, and Human Rights: Participation and Deliberation

Through participation in the
decision-making process (e.g., voting,
petitions, contacting elected o�cials,
serving in their community) people can
initiate change.

● 6.3.5.CivicsPD.1: Develop an action plan that addresses issues related to climate change and share with school
and/or community members.

● 6.3.5.CivicsPD.2: Use a variety of sources and data to identify the various perspectives and actions taken by
individuals involving a current or historical community, state, or national issue.

E�ective con�ict resolution is possible
when evidence, diverse perspectives, and
intended/unintended consequences are
considered.

● 6.3.5.CivicsPD.3: Propose a solution to a local issue after considering evidence and the perspectives of di�erent
groups, including community members and local o�cials.
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9.1.8.F.2 Explain how rules, laws, and safety practices protect individual rights in the global workplace.  

RH.6-8.1. Cite speci�c textual evidence to support analysis of primary and secondary sources.

RH.6-8.6. Identify aspects of a text that reveal an author's point of view or purpose (e.g., loaded language, inclusion or avoidance of
particular facts).

Unit Enduring Understandings Essential Questions

● How did individuals and groups respond to the Holocaust?
● In 6th grade students focus on how di�erent groups

responded to Nazi actions against jews and other groups.
This unit culminates in a student research project on
individuals and groups who helped victims of the
Holocaust.

● Students use a lesson from Facing History in Ourselves to
identify responses to the Holocaust. Student’s read case
studies in small groups to identify choices made by
Germans.

● Students research and create posters for on  individuals and
groups who helped victims of the Holocaust.

● How can we address bullying by becoming “upstanders”
who speak up for the rights of others?

● How can the study of multiple perspectives, beliefs
systems, and cultures provide a context for
understanding and challenging public actions and
decisions in a diverse and interdependent world?

Unit Teaching Points:

Bend I The Holocaust Lesson 1: (Mini Lesson/Synchronous)
Today I want to teach you how to be an
upstander

● Warm up: Can you think of a time
when you were bullied? How did
you react? How do you wish you
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reacted or others reacted?
● Activity: Mini lecture about the

vocabulary terms, bystander,
perpetrator, collaborator, and
victim. Watch The Sneetches and
identify these vocabulary words in
the �lm. De�ne upstander.

● Closure: Have students re�ect on
an upstander they know and the
characteristics that upstander has
that makes them an upstander

Lesson 2: (Mini Lesson/Synchronous)
Today I want to teach you about upstanders
during the Holocaust that impacted many
people’s lives

● Warm up: What does it take to
intervene to try to save someone
from violence or injustice?

● Activity: Watch video about Esther
and identify characteristics of the
people who helped her and her
family. Students read about
upstanders and take notes in the
margins, highlighting where the
individual made a choice and
underlining where the individual
faced a consequence of that choice.

Lesson 3: (Project/Asynchronous)
Day 1: Activity: Students pick a rescuer to
research. They must read the article and
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highlight the choices their rescuer made.
Once done, they will �ll out the graphic
organizer.
Harry Bingham
Raoul Wallenberg
Georg Ferdinand Duckwitz
Closure: What did you learn about human
behavior while learning about your rescuer?

Day 2: Create a poster highlighting your
Rescuer.
Items on the poster

1) Title
2) Setting of reading
3) One signi�cant choice that

individual made
4) A consequence of that choice
5) A signi�cant quote
6) An image from the story

Lesson 4: (Read Aloud/Synchronous) 4
Days
Today I am going to teach you how the main
character in White Bird is like your
Holocaust Hero
Day 1: Warm up: Why do people change
over time?
Day 2: Warm up: How has Sara changed
over time and why?
Day 3: Warm up: Sometimes stories tell great
lessons, what lessons have been taught in our
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story White Bird?
Activity:  Read Aloud, Individual Read, or
Partner read through the book White Bird.
Day 4: Final Re�ection: White Bird teaches
about love and kindness at home, in our
schools and communities, and in our world.
Why is it important to show kindness in love
in these places? What lessons have you
learned about not being a bystander or
failing to act to stop injustices through this
story?

Lesson 1: Students will be able to study the history of the Jewish holocaust of WWII

Lesson 2: Students will be able to explore the issues of genocide

Lesson 3: Students will be able to recognize the uses of concentration camps

Lesson 4: Students will be able to understand di�erent ways to save in a market economy.

Lesson 5: Students will be able to understand  interpretations of past events inform our understanding of cause and
e�ect, and continuity and change, and how they in�uence our beliefs and decisions about current public
policy issues.

Lesson 6: Students will be able to understand the ultimate result of prejudice and discrimination?.

Creating Social
Awareness
Around
Holocaust Sotries

Read aloud options:
● Irena’s Children: Young Readers Edition: A True Story of Courage by Tilar J. Mazzeo (Level W)
● Resistance by Jennifer Nielson (Level W)
● White Bird: A Wonder Story by R.J. Palacio (Level V)
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● Yellow Star by Jennifer Roy ,Marshall Cavendish (Level V)

Potential lessons that can be taught through the books above:
● “Today I want to teach you that when readers investigate power, they keep in mind there are many

kinds of power--and power can be used for the good or for the bad.”
“Readers know that authors have chosen to tell the story through certain perspectives and they ask
why the authors might have made this choice. To help them think about this question, they can
consider how the story might have been different if it were told through a different perspective.”

Evidence of Learning (Assessments) Accommodations and Modi�cations

Formative Assessments:

● Exit Tickets
● Notebook Checks
● Conferences
● Drafts

Summative Assessments:

● Unit Projects
● Written Analysis
● Summative tests
● SAC (Structured Academic Controversy)
● Demonstrations
● Portfolio

Benchmark Assessments:

● Initial Benchmark:  3rd Week of September
● Mid-year Benchmark: 4th Week of January
● End of year Benchmark:  Last week in May

Special Education:

● Curricular Modi�cations and Guidance for Students Educated in
Special Class Settings

● Subgroup Accommodations and Modi�cations
● Di�erentiation for All Students (Special Needs, ESL, Gifted

Learners, & Mainstream Learners)
Differentiation:

● Preview content and concepts
● Behavior management plan
● Highlight text
● Small group setting

High-Prep Differentiation:
● Alternative formative and summative assessments
● Guided Reading
● Personal agendas
● Project-based learning
● Tiered activities/assignments
● Varying organizers for instructions

Low-Prep Differentiation:
● Clubbing activities
● Exploration by interest
● Flexible groupings
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Alternative Assessments:

● Choice Projects
● Portfolios
● Arguments Writing Assignments
● Notebook assessments
● Oral Presentations
● Socratic Seminars
● Primary Source Analysis
● Social Studies Instructional Strategies

English Language Learners:

● Subgroup Accommodations and Modi�cations
● Di�erentiation for All Students (Special Needs, ESL, Gifted

Learners, & Mainstream Learners)

Students at Risk for Failure:

● Subgroup Accommodations and Modi�cations
● Di�erentiation for All Students (Special Needs, ESL, Gifted

Learners, & Mainstream Learners}

Gifted and Talented

● Subgroup Accommodations and Modi�cations
● Di�erentiation for All Students (Special Needs, ESL, Gifted

Learners, & Mainstream Learners)

Students with 504 Plans

● Subgroup Accommodations and Modi�cation
● Di�erentiation for All Students (Special Needs, ESL, Gifted

Learners, & Mainstream Learners)

Core Instructional and Supplemental Materials
Professional Resources:

Core Instructional, Supplemental, Instructional,
and Intervention Resources

Core Professional Resources:

● Social Studies Leveled Libraries
● 6-8 Holocaust/Genocide Education
● Holocaust

Core Instructional
Resources:
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● What is the Holocaust: ReadWorks reading/ read aloud
● Bystanders and Resisters Video
● Facing History: The Range of Responses
● Viral Video: Man surprised by children he saved during the Holocaust
● 6th Grade - African and African American Amistad Infusion
● 6-8 Black History Resources
● Amistad Curriculum (K-12)

Supplemental Professional Resources:

● Stanford History Education Group
● iCivics
● Teaching Tolerance
● Facing History and Ourselves

● Our World’s Story Harcourt
Brace & Company

● Night Diary of Anne Frank
● “Through the Eyes”
● Terezin: Voices From the

Holocaust by Ruth Thomson
(Level  Y)

● Unlikely Warrior: A Jewish
Soldier in Hitler’s Army (Level
Z)

● Survivors: True Stories of
Children in the Holocaust by
Allan and Mara Zullo (Level X)

● I Am A Star: Child of the
Holocaust by Inge Auerbacher
(Level W)

● Any appropriate grade 6 book
applicable to the unit chosen by
the teacher

Supplemental Resources:

Suggested Lessons for  Di�erentiation
with Small Groups:

● Newsela
● Brainpop
● Four Economics Games
● Lemonade Stand
● The Holocaust by Lynn Peppas

(Level S)
● Forgotten War Stories in History

by Janet Slingerland (Level T)
● The Grand Mosque of Paris: A

Story of How Muslims Rescused
Jews During the Holocaust by
Desai Durland (Level T)

● Story of Anne Frank (Level T)
● The Tree in the Courtyard:

Looking through Anne Frank’s
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Window by Je� Gotesfeld (Level
P)

● Benno and the Night of Broken
Glass by Meg Wiviott (Level M)

● Hana’s Suitcase: The Quest to
Solve a Holocaust Mystery by
Karen Levine (Level Y)

● Hidden: A Child's Story of the
Holocaust by Loic Dauvillier
(Level W)

● Odette's Secrets by Maryann
Macdonald (Level W)

● When Hitler Stole Pink Rabbit
by Judith Kerr (Level X)

Intervention Resources:

● Graphic Organizers
● Sca�olded Notes
● Closed Notes
● Shared Notes and slide

presentations
● Study guides
● Newsela
● Brain Pop JR.
● Readworks
● CNN10

Interdisciplinary Connections Integration of Technology through NJSLS

● Correlates to routines unit in math, rules and community units in social studies
Identify classroom routines in other subject areas: math, science, and social
studies.

● In Social Studies discuss routines in the community
● Understand what it means to “read close” in social studies, science, and foreign

language.

● Create a word study word sort in Inspiration.
● Listen to books on CDs, tapes, videos or podcasts if available.
● Listen to books on websites (pbskids.org/lions/index.html,

storylineonline.net, storyit.com, Elementary Connections Page)
● Use document camera or overhead projector for shared reading of texts.

Ongoing:
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● O�er short, non�ction picture books and non�ction articles on science, social
studies, and foreign language related activities to encourage building
background knowledge and independent reading about topics of interest to
students.

● Encourage students to respond to texts in their speci�c subject area notebooks
as they re�ect on what they have been reading.

● Highlight texts, themes, and re�ections that connect to themes related to the
Holocaust; i.e. power, bullying, empathy, and social activism.

● Listen to books on CDs, tapes, videos or podcasts if available.
● Listen to books on websites (pbskids.org/lions/index.html,

storylineonline.net, storyit.com, Elementary Connections Page)
● Use document camera or overhead projector for shared reading of texts.
Other:
● Use Microsoft Word, Inspiration, or Smart Board Notebook software to

write the words from their word sorts.
● Use Inspiration to create a double timeline looking at plot events and

character motivation.

Integration of 21st Century Themes and Skills Media Literacy Integration

● Financial, Economic, Business, and Entrepreneurial Literacy
● Civic Literacy
● Health Literacy
● Social Justice Literacy
● Creativity and Innovation
● Critical Thinking and Problem Solving Communication and Collaboration

Information Literacy
● Media Literacy
● Life and Career Skills
● Creativity and Innovations
● Critical Thinking and Problem Solving
● Communication and Collaboration

● Ask students to look for speci�c things when they view videos or read
print material, and then ask questions about those items

● Build on the intuitive knowledge students have gained from media
about the story and character

● Clarify the distinction between �ction and non�ction in di�erent types
of media reporting on the same topic

● Use print materials to practice reading and comprehension skills
● Information Literacy

Career Education Global Perspective

● New Jersey Educational Field Trip
● Washington DC Trip
● History Based Field Trip
● Oregon Trail Webquest
● Flexibility and Adaptability
● Initiative and Self-Direction
● Social and Cross-Cultural Skills
● Productivity and Accountability
● Leadership and Responsibility

● National Hispanic-Latino Heritage Month
● National Disability Employment Awareness Month
● National American Indian Heritage Month
● Black History Month
● National Women’s History Month,
● National Irish-American Heritage Month
● National Italian American Heritage Month
● Asian Paci�c American Heritage
● Older Americans’ Month
● Jewish American Heritage Month
● Week of Respect
● Red Ribbon Week
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● International Dot Day (September 16)
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2022-2023 Disciplinary Concepts
Civics, Government, and Human Rights: Civic and Political Institutions
The study of civic and political institutions includes concepts of the law, politics, and government that are essential to understanding the important
institutions of society and the principles these institutions are intended to re�ect.

By the end of grade 2 By the end of grade 5 By the end of grade 8

● Local community and government
leaders have roles and responsibilities to
provide services for their community
members.

● Rules for all to live by are a result of the
actions of government, organizations,
and individuals.

● The actions of individuals and the
government a�ects decisions made for the
common good.

● In a representative democracy, individuals
play a role in how government functions.

● In a representative democracy, individuals
elect representatives to act on the behalf of
the people.

● Levels of government (i.e., local, state, and
federal) have  di�erent powers and
responsibilities.

● Political and civic institutions impact all
aspects of people’s lives.

● Governments have di�erent structures
which impact development (expansion)
and civic participation.

Civics, Government, and Human Rights: Participation and Deliberation
Participation requires learning about public issues and determining how and when to take action to address them. Deliberation requires civic dispositions, such as
honesty, mutual respect, cooperation, and attentiveness to multiple perspectives that individuals should use when they interact with each other on public matters.
Deliberation includes learning processes that enable citizens to engage in constructive, informed, and decisive dialogue about important public issues. Both
participation and deliberation require an understanding of the diverse arguments regarding the underlying principles as well as founding documents and their
meanings.

By the end of grade 2 By the end of grade 5 By the end of grade 8

● When all members of the group are given
the opportunity to participate in the
decision-making process, everyone's voice
is heard.

● Through participation in the
decision-making process, people can initiate
change (e.g., voting, petitions, contacting
elected o�cials).

● E�ective con�ict resolution is possible when
evidence, diverse perspectives, and

● Civic participation and deliberation are
the responsibility of every member of
society.

● Members of society have the obligation
to become informed of the facts
regarding public issues and to engage in
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intended/unintended consequences are
considered.

● A major role of citizens in a representative
democracy is to make responsible decisions
about who should govern.

honest, mutually respectful discourse to
● advance public policy solutions

Civics, Government, and Human Rights: Democratic Principles
Understanding democratic principles, such as equality, freedom, liberty and respect for individual rights, and how they apply to both o�cial institutions and
informal interactions among citizens is a fundamental concept of being a citizen in a democratic republic.

By the end of grade 2 By the end of grade 5 By the end of grade 8

● The democratic principles this country
was founded upon guide the actions of
local, state and national government (e.g.,
authority, rights, responsibility, fairness,
privacy, [and] freedom to make choices).

● Fundamental rights that allow democratic
societies to function can be seen at all levels
of government in society

● The United States’ system of
government is designed to realize the
ideals of liberty, democracy, limited
government, equality under the law, and
of opportunity, justice, and property
rights.

● The principles of the United States
government are based on political
philosophies, ideas, and experiences of
earlier governments.

Civics, Government, and Human Rights: Processes and Rules
Processes and rules are how groups of people make decisions, govern themselves, and address public problems. This includes problems at all scales, from a
classroom to local, state, and national public policy to the agreements among nations. Additionally, this includes studying how various rules, processes, laws, and
policies actually work, which requires an understanding of political systems and de�ning and addressing public problems.

By the end of grade 2 By the end of grade 5 By the end of grade 8

● Rules and [laws are established for our
safety and well-being] people who have
authority are necessary to keep everyone
safe, resolve con�icts, and treat people

● There are di�erent processes for establishing
rules and laws.

● Rules, laws, and policies are designed to
protect the rights of people, help resolve

● In a democratic government, there
● are multiple processes by which

individuals can in�uence the creation of
rules, laws, and public policy.
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fairly.
● [Ideal processes] Processes and rules [are

designed to be fair, consistent, and
respectful of all people’s rights] should be
fair, consistent, and respectful of the
human rights of all people

con�icts, and promote the common

Civics, Government and Human Rights: Human and Civil Rights
Human rights are universal, inalienable, and interdependent claims that derive from the inherent worth of every individual. They are the birthright of every
human being regardless of race, sex, nationality, ethnicity, language, religion, or any other status. Human rights include the right to life and liberty, freedom
from slavery and torture, freedom of opinion and expression, the right to work and education, and many more. These universal rights are not granted by
states or governments but are inherent to every person.

By the end of grade 2 By the end of grade 5 By the end of grade 8

● Individuals may be different, but all
have the same basic human rights.

● It is the responsibility of individuals and
institutions at the state, national, and
international levels to promote human rights.

● Individuals have the right to be safe and not
to be bullied or discriminated against.

● Human and civil rights include political,
social, economic, and cultural rights.

● [Human rights can be protected or
abused in various societies.] Social and
political systems have protected and
denied human rights (to varying
degrees) throughout time.12

● Fundamental rights are derived from the
inherent worth of [every] each
individual[, which] and include civil,
political, social, economic, and cultural
rights

Civics, Government and Human Rights: Civic Mindedness
Civic-mindedness is grounded in democratic principles and promotes civic virtues. Responsible citizens are informed and thoughtful, participate in their
communities, act politically, and embrace civic dispositions. Important civic dispositions for a democratic society include civility, open-mindedness,
compromise, and toleration of diversity. In a democratic society, individuals show concern for others’ rights and welfare, fairness, trust in humanity and
political systems, and a sense of public duty. The belief that one’s own actions – alone or in combination with others – can make a di�erence is closely related
to democratic principles and participation.
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By the end of grade 2 By the end of grade 5 By the end of grade 8

● Certain character traits can help
individuals become productive members
of their community

● Certain dispositions help individuals
contribute to the health of American
democracy

● The well-being of a democracy depends
upon informed and e�ective
participation of individuals committed
to civility, compromise, and toleration of
diversity.

Geography, People and the Environment: Spatial Views of the World
Spatial views of the world focus on the creation of maps and use of geospatial technologies. Creating maps and other geographical representations is an essential
and enduring part of seeking new geographic knowledge that is personally and socially useful and that can be applied in making decisions and solving problems.
Once maps or other representations are created, it prompts new questions concerning the locations, spaces, and patterns portrayed.

By the end of grade 2 By the end of grade 5 By the end of grade 8

● A map is a symbolic representation of
selected characteristics of a place.

● Geographic data can be used to identify
cultural and environmental
characteristics of places

● Maps and other geographic representations,
geospatial technologies, and spatial thinking
can be used to understand and communicate
information.

● Geospatial technologies and
representations help us to make sense of
the distribution of people, places, and
environments and spatial patterns across
Earth’s surface

Geography, People and the Environment: Human Population Patterns
Human population, patterns and movement focus on the size, composition, distribution, and movement of human populations and how they are fundamental
and active features on Earth’s surface. This includes understanding that the expansion and redistribution of the human population a�ects patterns of settlement,
environmental changes, and resource use. Patterns and movements of population also relate to physical phenomena including climate variability, landforms, and
locations of various natural hazards and their e�ects on population size, composition, and distribution.

By the end of grade 2 By the end of grade 5 By the end of grade 8

● Physical and human characteristics a�ect
where people live (settle).

● People use goods from local and distant
places to meet their daily needs

● Regions form and change as a result of
unique physical conditions, economies, and
cultures.

● Patterns of settlement di�er markedly from
region to region, place to place, and time to

● The di�usion of ideas and cultural
practices are impacted by the movement
of people and advancements in
transportation, communication, and
technology.
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time.
● The experiences people have when they

migrate to new places di�er for many reasons,
including whether it is by choice or
condition.

● Relationships between humans and
environments impact spatial patterns of
settlement and movement.

● Global changes in population
distribution patterns a�ect changes in
land use in particular places.

Geography, People and the Environment: Human Environment Interaction
Human-environment interactions are essential aspects of human life in all societies and they occur at local-to-global scales. Human-environment interactions
happen both in speci�c places and across broad regions. Culture in�uences the locations and the types of interactions that occur. Earth’s human systems and
physical systems are in constant interaction and have reciprocal in�uences �owing among them. These interactions result in a variety of spatial patterns that require
careful observation, investigation, analysis, and explanation.

By the end of grade 2 By the end of grade 5 By the end of grade 8

● Environmental characteristics in�uence
how and where people live

● Environmental and cultural characteristics
in�uence where and how people live.

● Human activity a�ects the cultural and
environmental characteristics of places and
regions.

● Cultural and environmental characteristics
change over time.

● Cultural patterns and economic
decisions in�uence environments and
the daily lives of people.

● The physical and human characteristics
of places and regions are connected to
human identities and cultures

Geography, People and the Environment: Global Interconnections
Global interconnections occur in both human and physical systems. Earth is a set of interconnected ecosystems of which humans are an in�uential part. Many
natural phenomena have no perceptible boundaries. For example, the oceans are one dynamic system. The atmosphere covers the entire planet. Land and water
forms shift over geological eons. Many life forms di�use from place to place and bring environmental changes with them. Humans have spread across the planet,
along with their cultural practices, artifacts, languages, diseases, and other attributes. All of these interconnections create complex spatial patterns at multiple scales
that continue to change over time.

By the end of grade 2 By the end of grade 5 By the end of grade 8

● Global interconnections occur in both
human and physical systems across

● Interactions between humans has led to the
spread of cultural practices, artifacts,

● Cultural and environmental practices
impact the geography of an area.
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di�erent regions of the world. languages, diseases, and other attributes as
well as changes in environmental
characteristics.

● In an interconnected world, increased
collaboration is needed by individuals,
groups, and nations to solve global issues

● The environmental characteristics of
places and production of goods
in�uences the spatial patterns of world
trade.

Economics, Innovation and Technology: Economic Ways of Thinking
Economic decision making involves setting goals and identifying the resources available to achieve those goals. Economic decision-making includes weighing the
additional bene�t of an action against the additional cost. Investigating the incentives that motivate people is an essential part of analyzing economic decision
making.

By the end of grade 2 By the end of grade 5 By the end of grade 8

● Individuals make decisions based on their
needs, wants, and the availability of
resources.

● Limited resources in�uence choices.
● [E�ective decision-making skills can help

when individuals and governments make
economic decisions] Economic decisions
made by individuals and governments
should be informed by an e�ective
decision-making process (e.g., saving,
spending, acquiring debt, investing).

● Economic decision-making involves setting
goals and identifying the resources available
to achieve those goals.

● An economy accounts for the bene�ts and
costs of individual choices in dealing with the
scarcity of �nite resources.

● Economic decision-making involves
setting goals, weighing costs and
bene�ts, and identifying the resources
available to achieve those goals

Economics, Innovation and Technology: Exchange and Markets
Exchange is when people voluntarily exchange goods and services and expect to gain as a result of the trade. Markets exist to facilitate the exchange of goods and
services. Comparison of bene�ts and costs helps identify the circumstances under which government action in markets is in the best interest of society and when it
is not.

By the end of grade 2 By the end of grade 5 By the end of grade 8

Revised August 2022
Board Adopted August 30, 2021



Florham Park Social Studies

6th Grade Social Studies Curriculum

● Goods and services are produced and
exchanged in multiple ways

● The availability of human capital, physical
capital, and/or natural resources has
contributed to the specialization of trade and
production.

● The exchange of goods and services can have
negative and positive e�ects

● People voluntarily exchange goods and
services when all parties expect to gain as
a result of the trade.

● Buyers and sellers interact in competitive
markets based on prices that re�ect
scarcity of goods and services in the
market.

● Markets exist to facilitate the exchange
of goods and services.

● Competition among sellers and buyers
exists in speci�c markets

Economics, Innovation and Technology: National Economy
The national economy includes studying how the changes in the amounts and qualities of human capital, physical capital, and natural resources in�uence current
and future economic conditions and standards of living. All markets working together in�uence economic growth and �uctuations in well-being. (Monetary and
�scal policies are often designed and used in attempts to moderate �uctuations and encourage growth under a wide variety of circumstances.)

By the end of grade 2 By the end of grade 5 By the end of grade 8

● The availability of resources in�uences
current and future economic conditions.

● Governments play an economic  role in
the lives of individuals and communities

● The government uses a variety of tools to pay
for the goods and services that it provides to
individuals and communities.

● A nation's economy is in�uenced by its
government, human and physical capital,
availability of resources, and technological
progress

● A national economy includes studying
the changes in the amounts and qualities
of human capital, physical capital, and
natural resources.

● The production and consumption of
goods and services in�uence economic
growth, well-being, and quality of life

Economics, Innovation and Technology: Global Economy
The global economy is the system of trade and industry across the world that has emerged due to globalization. Economic globalization occurs with cross-border
movement of goods, services, technology, information, and human, physical, and �nancial capital. Understanding why people specialize and trade, and how that
leads to increased economic interdependence, are fundamental steps in understanding how the world economy functions. While trade provides signi�cant
bene�ts, it is not without costs. Comparing those bene�ts and costs is essential in evaluating policies to in�uence trade among individuals and businesses in
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di�erent countries.

By the end of grade 2 By the end of grade 5 By the end of grade 8

● There are bene�ts to trading goods and
services with other countries.

● Increased economic interdependence among
nations is a result of trade, sharing of ideas,

● and innovation

● The global economy is the system of
trade and industry across the world that
has emerged due to globalization.

● Economic globalization occurs with
cross-border movement of goods,
services, technology, information, and
human, physical, and �nancial capital.

● Economic policies require an analysis of
policies that in�uence trade among
individuals and businesses in di�erent
countries.

● Economic interdependence is impacted
by increased specialization and trade.

History, Culture, and Perspectives: Continuity and Change
Change and continuity over time require assessing similarities and di�erences between historical periods and between the past and present. It also involves
understanding how a change in one area of life relates to a change in other areas, bringing together political, economic, intellectual, social, cultural and other
factors. Understanding the interrelation of patterns of change requires evaluating the context within which events unfolded in order not to view events in
isolation, and to be able to assess the signi�cance of speci�c individuals, groups, and developments.

By the end of grade 2 By the end of grade 5 By the end of grade 8

● Historical timelines put events in
chronological order to help people
understand the past.

● Understanding the past helps to make
sense of the present

● Chronological sequencing helps us track
events over time.

● Interactions of people and events throughout
history have shaped the world we experience
today.

● Chronological sequencing helps us
understand the interrelationship of
historical events.

● Political, economic, social, and cultural
factors both change and stay the same
over time.

● Historical events may have single,
multiple, and direct and indirect causes
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and e�ects.
● Historical events and developments are

shaped by social, political, cultural,
technological, and economic factors.

History, Culture, and Perspectives: Understanding Perspectives
Understanding perspectives requires recognizing the multiplicity of points of view in the past, which makes it important to seek out a range of sources on any
historical question. One must recognize that perspectives change over time, so that historical understanding requires developing a sense of empathy with people in
the past whose perspectives might be very di�erent from those of today. Analyzing perspectives requires understanding how historical contexts shape people’s
perspectives.

By the end of grade 2 By the end of grade 5 By the end of grade 8

● Two or more individuals can have a
di�erent understanding of the same
event.

● Respecting and understanding the views
of others helps one learn about various
perspectives, thoughts, and cultures

● Respecting and understanding the views of
others helps one learn about various
perspectives, thoughts, and cultures.

● Events may be viewed di�erently based on
one's perspective.

● Historical records are shaped by the society
that the creator lived in.

● An individual’s perspective is impacted
by one’s background and experiences.

● Perspectives change over time.
● Historical contexts and events shaped

and continue to shape people’s
perspectives.

● The perspectives of people in the present
shape interpretations of the past.

History, Culture, and Perspectives: Historical Sourcing and Evidence
Historical sourcing and evidence is based on a review of materials and sources from the past. Examining sources often leads to further questions as well as answers
in a spiraling process of inquiry. Determining the values and limitations of sources is a process that involves taking into account features of the source itself, such as
its creator, date, purpose, and content in order to assess the validity and reliability of the source.

By the end of grade 2 By the end of grade 5 By the end of grade 8

● The nature of history involves stories of
the past preserved in a variety of sources.

● Historians analyze accounts of history
through a variety of sources, including

● There are a variety of sources that help us
understand the past.

● Our understanding of the past deepens
through analysis of a wide variety of primary

● Historical sourcing and evidence are
based on a review of materials and
sources from the past.

● Examining historical sources may answer
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di�ering accounts of the same event and
● secondary sources

questions but may also lead to more
questions.

● Historians consider the relevance and
validity of sources to understand the
perspectives of those involved when
evaluating historical arguments.

History, Culture, and Perspectives: Claims and Argumentation
Claims are statements, potentially arguable, about what is valid/true and about what should be done or believed. Claims can address issues of change over time,
the relevance of sources, the perspectives of those involved and many other topics. Claims must be based on evidence. Argumentation is a social process of two or
more people(s) making arguments, responding to one another and modifying or defending their positions accordingly.
Arguments are claims backed by reasons that are supported by evidence from multiple relevant historical sources and interpretations into a reasoned argument
about the past.

By the end of grade 2 By the end of grade 5 By the end of grade 8

● Historians create arguments outlining
ideas or explanations based on evidence

● Historians use evidence from multiple
sources to support their claims and
arguments about the past.

● Historians analyze claims within sources
for perspective and validity.

● Historians develop arguments  using
evidence from multiple relevant
historical sources

Social Studies Practices

The practices are the skills that individuals who work in the �eld of social sciences use on a regular basis. Because the purpose of social studies is to provide students
with the knowledge, skills and attitudes they need to be active, informed, responsible individuals and contributing members of their communities, many of the
practices can be applied to daily life. Curriculum writers and educators will want to consider how they can design learning experiences that will enable their students to
develop these skills in conjunction with the content knowledge re�ected in the core ideas and performance expectations (Citizens, 2008).
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Practice Description

Developing Questions and Planning
Inquiry

Developing insightful questions and planning e�ective inquiry involves identifying the purposes of di�erent
questions to understand the human experience, which requires addressing real world issues. Inquiries
incorporating questions from various social science disciplines build understanding of the past, present and
future; these inquiries investigate the complexity and diversity of individuals, groups, and societies.

Gathering and Evaluating Sources Finding, evaluating and organizing information and evidence from multiple sources and perspectives are the
core of inquiry. E�ective practice requires evaluating the credibility of primary and secondary sources,
assessing the reliability of information, analyzing the context of information, and corroborating evidence
across sources. Discerning opinion from fact and interpreting the signi�cance of information requires
thinking critically about ourselves and the world

Seeking Diverse Perspectives Making sense of research �ndings requires thinking about what information is included, whether the
information answers the question, and what may be missing, often resulting in the need to complete
additional research. Developing an understanding of our own and others’ perspectives builds understanding
about the complexity of each person and the diversity in the world. Exploring diverse perspectives assists
students in empathizing with other individuals and groups of people; quantitative and qualitative
information provides insights into speci�c people, places, and events, as well as
national, regional, and global trends.

Developing Claims and Using Evidence Developing claims requires careful consideration of evidence, logical organization of information,
self-awareness about biases, application of analysis skills, and a willingness to revise conclusions based on the
strength of evidence. Using evidence responsibly means developing claims based on factual evidence, valid
reasoning, and a respect for human rights

Presenting Arguments and Explanations Using a variety of formats designed for a purpose and an authentic audience forms the basis for clear
communication. Strong arguments contain claims with organized evidence and valid reasoning that respects
the diversity of the world and the dignity of each person. Writing �ndings and engaging in civil discussion
with an audience provides a key step in the process of thinking critically about conclusions and continued
inquiry
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Engaging in Civil Discourse and
Critiquing Conclusions

Assessing and re�ning conclusions through metacognition, further research, and deliberative discussions
with diverse perspectives sharpens the conclusions and improves thinking as a vital part of the process of
sensemaking. Responsible citizenship requires respectfully listening to and critiquing claims by analyzing the
evidence and reasoning supporting them. Listening to and understanding contrary views can deepen learning
and lay the groundwork for seeking consensus

Taking Informed Action After thoroughly investigating questions, taking informed action means building consensus about possible
actions and planning strategically to implement change. Democracy requires citizens to practice discussion,
negotiation, coalition-seeking, and peaceful con�ict resolution. When appropriate, taking informed action
involves creating and/or implementing action plans designed to solve problems and create positive change.
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